
1. Historical Context 

Our first step will always be to look 

at how this book spoke to the lives 

and circumstances of the original   

Christian churches long ago. 

2. Possible Interpretations 

Recognize that a range of possible 

interpretations of Revelation are in 

play, without taking an “anything goes” 

approach. 

3. Beyond Literal 

Look beyond the literal approach with 

hearts of poetry, art, music, and prayer. 

Images in Revelation are windows into 

a vision, not equations or codes. 

5. Sense of Urgency 

While Revelation is about the future, it 

teaches Christians about faithfulness in 

the present. It expects followers of 

Jesus to live transformed lives now—

not just in the future. 

4. Hope Over Fear 

Jesus the Lamb has already won 

the victory, God already reigns. 

Even at its most fearful, the       

assurance of hope in Revelation is 

always near. 

6. Read in Community 

The book was written to be read out 

loud—the references to “you” are not 

singular, but plural, addressed to us all. 

We read and understand  Revelation in 

community. 
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