
gether a sermon series to talk 

about these questions in a sermon 

series we’re calling #identity.      

     We’ll be in the OT books of I & 

II Samuel, and I & II Kings, look-

ing at the people in those stories, 

how they saw themselves, and how 

God saw them and continued to 

shape their identities.  

On the next page, you’ll see the 

outline of the first few weeks of the 

series. Each week we’ll have a 

hashtag (or several) as part of the 

title. I had to have Becki (who is a 

little younger and much more hip 

than I am) help me understand 

hashtags. You may know what they 

are; you may have no idea. Here’s a 

quick primer:  
 

WHAT IS A HASHTAG? #hashtag 
 

A hashtag is a type of label used 

on social media to signify the 

theme of your content. The pound 

sign # is attached to a word or 

phrase to make it easier to under-

stand the topic or search a link on 

the Internet connecting you to 

people with the same interests as 

you. Hashtags are a way people 

communicate their meaning, hu-

mor, or interests in a shared or 

communal way. 
 

We will be using hashtags to com-

municate the central theme of our 

stories each week; however, Sum-

mit’s hashtags won’t be linked to 

any Internet search. For us, they 

will be a simple way to discover 

the central theme of our texts and 

discover how the themes of Old 

Testament scripture apply to our 

lives today. 

When you meet someone for the 

first time, how  do you introduce 

yourself? What kinds of questions 

do you ask to try to figure out who 

this new person is? I image you 

might ask (or be asked) things 

like: 

Where are you from?  

What do (did) you do for a 

living?  

Got kids?  

Grandkids?  

Where do you live?  

In other words, who are we? How 

do we understand ourselves? How 

do we see others? These questions 

of identity matter to the way we 

approach our lives and our world.  

      My good friend, Becki Barrett, 

pastor at Overlake Park Presbyter-

ian Church, and I have been col-

laborating this summer to put to-

Summit Life is a monthly publication of: 

Summit Avenue Presbyterian Church 

 403 S Summit Avenue 

Bremerton, WA 98312 

360.377.2740 

office@summitave.net 

 

Pastor’s Desk  1 

Worship  2 

Youth, Kids, & PW  3-4  

Mission  6 

Finance  7 

Leadership  7 

Inside this issue: 

SummitLife  

www.summitave.net 
September 2015 

loving God, loving others, serving the world 

Fall is here! 

As the days grow shorter and 

children and their teachers head 

back to the classroom, many of 

us find ourselves getting back to 

routines and new commitments 

for the fall. Here at Summit, 

many of our groups and pro-

grams start up again after a sum-

mer break. The choirs will begin 

to practice again and are always 

looking for new members. We 

also have a new group, MOPS, 

for moms of young children. We 

are hoping to reach out to our 

neighborhood and the Kitsap 

community through this fabu-

lous ministry. We’ll need lots of 

help with childcare. The Build-

ings and Grounds crew meets 

monthly for a breakfast at the 

Pancake House and a morning of 

projects at the church. Hospitali-

ty and First Impressions Teams 

are both great places to serve 

and connect. Take a look at this 

issue of Summit Life and see 

where you might like to plug in! 

http://www.summitave.net/


Communion  Sept. 6 

Paul De Fresne, Sue Kela 
 

Liturgist 

Sept. 6 Griff Ames 

Sept. 13 Sharon Peterson 

Sept. 20 Nathan Perry 

Sept. 27 Sue Hall 
 

Usher & Greeters 

Sept. 6 Joyce Hersch, Bud Taylor 

 Mike & Bev Kelly 

Sept. 13 Aggie Schultheis, 

 Ken & Sue Davis 

Sept. 20 Sue Kela, Alison Bowling 

 John & Jeannie Lemm 

Sept. 27 Mike & Bev Kelly 

 Shannon & Jennifer Griffin 
 

Time For Young Disciples 

Sept. 6 Nathan Perry 

Sept. 13 Wallace Ross 

Sept. 20 Bethany Nupen 

Sept. 27 Pastor Susie Beil 
 

Acolytes 

Sept. 6 Jonathan Beil 

Sept. 13 Ruth Ross 

Sept. 20 Jayke Kelly & Jonah Griffin 

Sept. 27 Caleb Beil 
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Loving God  

Sunday Worship  
Schedule 
 

9:00am  Adult S.S Classes 

8:45am Brass Handbells 

10:00am Chancel Choir 

10:30am Worship 

11:00am  Kids Sunday School 

11:45am Coffee Hour  

3:00pm Youth Group  

 

 

 

 

 

Organist 

Sept. 6 Woody Bernas 

Sept. 13 Joann Richardson 

Sept. 20 Len Guyt 

Sept. 27 Woody Bernas 
 

Hospitality Team 

Sept. 6 Alison Bowling, Judy Wieck 

 Tim & Jennifer Taylor 

Sept. 13 Brian Henderson, Jan Postel 

 Paul & Ellen Middents 

Sept 20 Audrey Robinson, Ann Sveen 

 Aggie Schultheis, Barb Stark  

Sept. 27 Rick & Kathi Walker 

 Russ & Maxine Warren 

Oct. 4 Tineke Dahl, Bud Taylor 

 Shannon & Jennifer Griffin 

Oct. 11 Paul & Shar Du Fresne 

 Kent & Terese Edmonds 

Oct. 18 Kathy Kuyper, John Lemm 

 Larry & Chris Hall 

Oct. 25 Delcea Wills, Mary Jensen 

 Mike &  Bev Kelly 

#identity   Fall Sermon Series 

 
 

Audio sermons available at 
www.summitave.net 

Every Member a Minister 

As Presbyterians, we believe God 

calls and equips all of us to serve 

and lead in the church. The follow-

ing list of names is a reminder to 

those who have signed up to serve 

in the coming weeks. It’s also an 

invitation to you if you don’t see 

your name on the list to search 

your heart and your calendar to 

see when and where you can serve. 

Give the office a call or mark a blue 

card with your name and how 

Date Scripture Sermon Title Preacher 

Sept 13 1 Samuel 1:1-2:11 I am troubled 

#barren 

Rev. Susie Beil 

Sept 20 1 Samuel 3:1-21 

1 Samuel 7:15-8:22 

I am called 

#lastoftheprophets 

Rev. Susie Beil 

Sept 27 1 Samuel 9:1-2, 10:1, 17-27 

1 Samuel 13 & 15 

I am capable 

#sometimes 

Rev. Susie Beil 

Oct 4 

World Communion  

1 Samuel 16:1-13, 17:1-58 I am brave 

#underdog 

Rev. Susie Beil 

Oct 11 1 Samuel 18 & 19 I am a friend 

#faithful 

Guest preacher 

http://www.summitave.net/current-sermons/
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MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers, 

and is an international ministry that sup-

ports local groups of moms. MOPS believes 

that moms are world-influencers because 

moms are on the front line of raising the 

next generation. What better way to help 

shape the world for good than by nurturing 

moms in those critical and exhausting early 

years?  

     Our fledgling MOPS Steering Team has 

been meeting over the summer to pray, 

study, and put our brains together to plan a 

year of community building and fellowship 

for a group of moms we haven’t even met 

yet! Laura Blair, Hope Doyle, and Amanda 

Peters have been meeting with Pastor Susie 

to go over MOPS training materials. We’ve 

also been given great support and help 

from Mentor Moms and the Coordinator 

from the Peninsula Bible Fellowship MOPS 

group in Silverdale.  

     A typical MOPS morning will involve a 

hot breakfast, table conversation and a 

craft of interactive activity, followed by a 

speaker and small group discussion. All the 

while, little ones will be engaged in play 

and learning (or napping) in the nursery or 

classrooms.  

      Our brand new Summit MOPS starts up 

Wednesday mornings this October! If you 

know of a mom with young children (zero 

to Kindergarten) who is looking for a great 

way to connect with other moms in the ar-

ea, spread the word!  

How Can You Help? 

1. volunteer monthly as a Moppets 

childcare helper 

2. bring breakfast food 

3. Greet moms  

4. help with set up and clean up 

5. Spread the word and invite moms! 

6. pray for our Steering Team and pray 

for moms to join us! 

The 2015-16 MOPS theme is “A Fierce Flourishing.”  This  

theme comes from Isaiah 55, a most beautiful passage where 

God speaks new life and joy over the nation of Israel, a people 

weary and worn down. God’s desire is that his people flour-

ish, even in the midst of hardship, for God is always near and 

will fill us with joy. The theme verse is actually one of our fa-

vorite sending songs:  

 

For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the 

mountains and the hills before you shall break forth 

into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap 

their hands.  Isaiah 55:12   
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trust that when we walk into a 

building or buy a house that they 

meet certain standards, we trust 

when we drop kids off at schools 

that they are safe, and most im-

portant to our context, when your 

kids or youth are involved in SAPC 

related activities, that they are safe. 

But how many of us look up what 

theses standards are for our food, 

for building construction safety, for 

organizational conduct for minors? 

We don’t have enough time in the 

day to read all these things! But we 

trust there are policies in place, au-

dits to ensure these standards are 

being met, and more so that there 

are professionals who are oversee-

ing these things. Usually trust is 

given freely but when it is broken it 

takes time to build back. We want 

to ensure that as a ministry we have 

written policies set in place, that 

leaders are being trained properly, 

as well as accountability that en-

sures are standards are being met. 

Trust is important. We are rela-

tional beings as individuals and 

also within organizations and 

communities. God created us for 

relationship with Him and also 

with one another and the quality 

of our conduct reflects the quality 

of our character. As a ministry, we 

want to be good stewards of the 

relationships we build both indi-

vidually as well as with families 

within and outside our church. If 

you have children or youth in-

volved in our ministry I’d encour-

age you to come to our next youth 

meeting (details below) to learn 

about our policies 

and to also ask 

questions and share 

concerns.  

In Christ’s service, 

Nathan Perry 

Trust  

With setting a foundation for our 

kids and youth program we are im-

plementing written policies and pro-

cedures for safe ministry standards 

in accordance with our Insurance 

Board policies as well as Washington 

State law. When it comes to organi-

zational and personal conduct while 

working with kids and youth we want 

to ensure the safest places for minis-

try for both leaders and participants. 

One thing I have come to see clearly 

is that organizations and businesses 

(whether professional or not) are 

very relational. To say it is relational 

is to say there is a system of trust in 

place. We trust that the food we buy 

at stores or restaurants is safe, we 

Kids and Youth TEAM Meetings:  

Interested in helping raise up the next generation of 

disciples? Join one of our Teams! 

 

Kids Team:  1st Sundays  12:30-1:30  

 

Youth: 3rd Thursdays @ 6:30pm 

Summit Kids!  (1st - 6th grade) 

Sundays 10:45-11:30  (not on 1st Sundays/Communion) 

 

Summit Youth (7th-12th grade) 

This fall we are looking forward to growing in our 

faith through serving, studying, and playing! We’ll 

follow a basic pattern of monthly service projects, 

twice a month discipleship small groups, and 

once a month fun & games “bring a friend” Youth 

meetings. Here’s the plan (subject to change):  

Sundays 3-5 pm  

1st Sundays - Serve 

2nd & 3rd Sundays - D-Groups 

4th Sundays - YOUTH! 

A calendar of events and meetings can be found 

on our website at www.summitave.net.  
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1. New Beginnings!  

New to Summit? Join us for a Sun-

day lunch, conversation about faith, 

membership and community at 

Sundays in October 

12:15-1:30 

 

Don Serry Room 

2. Falling Upward by Richard 

Rohr— explore why the second 

half of life can and should be full 

of spiritual richness 
Leader: Susie Beil 621-2219 

Sundays   9:00 am Don Serry Room  

Books can be purchased 

online or call the office to 

order a copy.  

3. Isaiah 

Leader: Judy Wieck 373-9976 

Sundays 9:00 am Library 

4. Women’s Study Group 
Contact: Kathy Kuyper 697-1036 

Thursdays 10:00 am Youth Room 

5. AGEMO 
Leader: Joyce Hersch  895-2002 

1st & 3rd Thursdays 

 

In homes 

6. Book Club 
Leader: Judy Wieck 373-9976 

Thursdays 10 am Robinson Fellowship Hall 

7. Prayer Group 
Leader: Faith Parker 377-2740 

Mondays 10 am Sanctuary 

8. Moms Bible Study 

Leader: Susie Beil 621-2219 

2nd & 4th  

Wednesdays  9:30-11 

Youth Room 

childcare available 

9. Family & Parenting  

Leader: Susie Beil 621-2219 

Sept 20, Oct 18, Nov 15 
3 pm 

In homes 

10. MOPS -  
       Mothers of Preschoolers 
Leader: Laura Blair 775-203-3047 

1st Wednesdays  
(Oct-June) 9:15-11:15 

Robinson Fellowship Hall 

11. Caregivers Support Group 
Leader: Maxine Warren 479-7012 
 

12. Bible Study 
Leader: Alice Lord-Unruh 
                895-8674 
 

2nd Sundays 
12:30pm 
 
 

First Tuesday 10 am 
Starts Oct. 6 

Choir Room 

 

Don Serry Room 

 

 

Study, Prayer & Support 

Summit Avenue Fall 2015 Groups Guide 

 

Chancel Choir 
Lead: Gary Dahl 536-2038 
gdahl@gmail.com 

 

Wednesdays 7 pm 

 

Sanctuary 

Bell Choir 
Lead: Cheryl Sanlin 471-9441 

Choir Room Sundays 8:25 & 9 am 

Monthly Craft Group 
Christina McGaughey (830-9340) 
Once a month craft group. Bring a 
bag lunch, learn a craft, go home 
with a finished project! 

One Saturday per 

month (dates TBD) 

10 am-2 pm 

 

Bowling!   
Leader: Ray Goodale  (377-1948) 
Church bowling league. Come have 
fun, make friends and work on 
your bowling technique.  

Mondays 6:30 pm All-Star Lanes in Silverdale 

Music, Art & Community 

Fall Groups 

Groups are a great way to connect! 

See if there’s something here you’d 

like to join.  

 

To Join a Group: 

Give the contact person a call, or 

write on a blue card in worship 

what group you are interested in, 

or call the church office. 

 

Groups Still Forming! 

September is Groups month and 

while we have the list you see here, 

there’s always room for another 

group! If you have an idea for a 

group and would be willing to help 

lead or start it, please let us know - 

call the office, fill out a blue card, 

or send us an email—

office@summitave.net.  

Updated Groups Guides will be 

available each week in the worship 

bulletin.  
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Serving the World 

Kitsap Rescue Mission 

From the Director’s Desk 

I was reading Psalms 37 this morning and I was reminded how often I don’t really place my trust in God. The 

Psalmist says that we are to Trust and Delight ourselves in the Lord and He will give us the desires of our 

heart. It also tells us that we are to Commit and Rest and He will bring forth our righteousness as the light. But 

in order to do this, we must know Him. This is one of the lessons we are trying to teach those who come 

through our doors. We must live this in order to be a light to those who are lost. Again in Matthew 5:16, Jesus 

says “Let your light shine before men that they may see your good works and give glory to God. It is the heart 

felt desire of the Kitsap Rescue Mission to be that light to the homeless and poor of our county. Your support is 

the key to it all. No matter how well we do, without your support it wouldn’t happen. 

Walt Le Couteur 

Bremerton  

Foodline Alert! 
Help us reach our goal of 250 pounds!  

Check out the sign in the Narthex.  Labeled grocery 

cart ready for your donations. Thank you. 

Deacons Corner 
The Deacons Offering is collected the first  
Sunday of each month.  The offering is giving to 
organizations in our community. They in turn 
reach out to those in need. 
 

Helping Hands offering 

Third Sunday of each month.  Helping Hands 
offering is used to purchase Safeway gift cards to 
be given to families in need of food for their  
family. Perishable food items and basic toiletries 
are also welcome at any time! 

Ways to Help: 

Are you a loyal Fred Meyer shopper? Link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Kitsap Rescue Mission and 

Fred Meyer will make a  donation to KRM based on total sales. Last year  KRM earned over $420 just from 

people shopping at Freddy’s! The code number is 86795.  

Much Needed Items: 

Men’s Socks  

Boxers, size small & medium 

Men’s jeans, sizes 30” - 34” waist 

Men’s tee shirts, all sizes 

Deodorant 

Backpacks 

Tents 

First Sundays of the month at 3 pm we partner 

with  Kitsap Rescue Mission to feed the hungry 

and homeless in Kitsap County. If you would like 

to be on one of our monthly teams, please let us 

know on a blue card, or contact Aggie Schultheis 

or Ellen Middents. 

I tell you the truth, when 
you did it to one of the least 
of these my brothers and 
sisters, you were  

doing it to me!'  
Matthew 25:40 
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Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Susie Beil 

Parish Associates: Rev. Jerry Benjamin 

                  Rev. Barbara Benjamin 

Youth & Children's Ministry Director: Nathan Perry 

Childcare Ministry Coordinator: Kristen Hargett 

Childcare Assistant: Solveig Dahl 

Choir Director: Gary Dahl 

Handbell Choir Director: Cheryl Sanlin 

Organists:  Woody Bernas, Joann Richardson, Len Guyt  

Office Administrator: Faith Parker 

Custodian: Darlene Randall 

Treasurer: Jennifer Taylor 

Kitchen Facilitator: Sue Kela 

Sound Technicians: Rick Walker, Tineke Dahl, 

Karl Jensen, Rick Chapman, Oliver Dahl 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Mel Lord-Unruh 

Choir Director Emeritus: Audrey Robinson 

Desk Volunteers:   

 Monday  Aggie Schultheis 

  Bethany Nupen 

 Tues Sharon Plowman 

  Isobel Merchen 

 Wed. Joyce Hersch 

  Judy Wieck 

 Thurs Sue Kela 

  Sue Hall 

Subs: Ray Goodale, Alice Lord-Unruh, Bud Taylor,  

             Laura Blair 

Elders  

Sue Hall Hospitality/Sp Events 

Sue Kela Worship/PW  

Sharon Peterson Personnel/Youth Team 

Griff Ames Building and Grounds 

Bethany Nupen Worship/Children’s Team 

Ray Goodale Missions/Felloship/Worship 

Tim Taylor  BSA/Bldg & Grnds/acolytes 

Judy Wieck Clerk/Missions/Fellowship 

Rick Walker Worship/Soundboard 

Brett Harrison Mission/Outreach 

Russell Warren Worship/Groups 

Paul Du Fresne Finance/Stewardship 

Ken Davis Outreach/Memorials 

 

Deacons 

Moderator: Delcea Wills 

Joyce Hersch  Mabel Richardson 

Ellen Middents  Kathy Kuyper 

Chris Hall  Ann Sveen 

Sharon Plowman Kurt Spitzer 

Cheryl Sanlin 

Sue Davis 
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Summit Leadership 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Our Treasurer’s report reflects what was approved at 

the pervious month’s Session meeting, giving us a 

month’s lag time. So for this newsletter, we report on:  

Statistical Report of July 2015 

Average Worship Attendance: 87 

 Lord’s Supper: 78 
 Kids: 4 
 Youth Sunday:  Youth Activities:  
 Sunday School - Adults: 15    Groups:145  

 Actual Monthly 

Budget 

Year to 

Date 

Income $17,379.29 $21,261.00 $174,771.54 

Expense $14,857.15 $21,331.50 $181,145.13 

Net ordinary 

income 

  -$6,373.59 

July 2015 

Cool News!!! 
Just to update everyone, Session is so pleased to 

let the congregation know that the gift from 

Shannon and Jennifer Griffin of an air condition-

er unit to cool the sanctuary has been installed 

and is operational. Shannon and Jennifer have 

made this gift as part of their support of Summit 

Avenue Church and we all thank them very 

much.   

Others in our congregation have also made dona-

tions toward the air conditioning project, and 

because of so many people’s generosity, we have 

some additional funds which could be used to 

finish the last part of our church facility that is 

not air conditioned, the offices on our lower level.   

The Buildings and Grounds committee of Session 

is exploring the costs for this last upgrade and 

will report very soon on a plan to go forward. We 

continue to be amazed by the generosity of our 

members and thank them again for their willing-

ness to support the church.  God bless and keep 

you all. 

Paul Du Fresne 
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