
been in exile and have had their 

sorrows. A Fierce Flourishing, 

that’s what MOPS calls it. To flour-

ish in life, even when we face chal-

lenges, we are encouraged to notice 

goodness, celebrate lavishly, and 

embrace rest.  

     I love that short, sweet list. 

What would it look like for you to 

notice more goodness around you? 

Take a deep breath and look 

around, really look – notice the fall 

colors changing, notice the tides 

coming and going, notice the 

neighbor taking care of their gar-

den. What do you notice? What 

goodness do you see?  

     We are entering the holiday sea-

son. Some people celebrate easily 

and often; others of us can’t quite 

get organized to put those decora-

tions out or invite friends over. 

Scripture is full of celebrations God 

encouraged his people to embrace 

– especially in the Old Testament. 

Life is hard and busy – taking time 

to celebrate, even the little things, 

turns our hearts outward in grate-

fulness to God and to others. So 

find something or someone to cele-

brate today! 

     Moms of young children are fa-

mously exhausted and feel 

stretched all the time. We all of us 

have seasons where we are worn 

thin, feel the strains of life – fi-

nances, health, relationships, re-

sponsibilities. I’m tired just think-

ing of all the things that make me 

tired! But one of the greatest gifts I 

think my parents gave me was the 

Fierce Flourishing 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

   come to the waters; 

and you that have no money, 

   come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

   without money and without 

price. 

Ho! I remember my friend Scott 

preaching on this passage from 

Isaiah 55. Scott’s a Hebrew schol-

ar, and he had particular fun 

shouting HO! at the top of his 

lungs and scaring the pants off 

most everyone in the room. Or at 

least making us sit up a little 

straighter and pay attention. Isai-

ah shouts to anyone who is 

thirsty, poor, hungry and feeling 

down. Come! he cries – come, buy 

and eat, come, buy good food and 

drink without money. Come! give 

ear to me that your soul may live.  

     Isaiah 55 is the theme chapter 

for MOPS International this year. 

As we start our new MOPS group 

here at Summit, our Steering 

Team has been marinating in this 

passage all summer. It’s lovely. 

Isaiah paints a picture of God’s 

desire for Israel to flourish and 

thrive, even though they have 
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ability to nap. To rest when I’m 

tired. To let myself take a break 

and recharge. God commands six 

days of labor and one day of rest 

– we were made for work, but we 

were also make to rest. When do 

you rest? Do you stay up late til 

the last show is over? Or do you 

have a time you set for yourself 

to get to bed? Maybe you have a 

time in the day when you slow 

down and give yourself time to 

rest. Embrace those moments of 

rest. Let God renew your spirit 

and your body.  

    Notice goodness. Celebrate 

lavishly. Embrace rest. You will 

go out with joy and be led forth 

with peace; the mountains and 

the hills will burst into song be-

fore you, and all the trees of the 

field will clap their hands. Yes, 

when God’s people flourish, all 

of creation celebrates!  

http://www.summitave.net/


Communion  Oct. 4 
 

Bethany Nupen, Brian Henderson 
 

Liturgist 

Oct. 4 Tim Taylor 

Oct. 11 Rick Chapman 

Oct. 18 Nathan Perry 

Oct. 25 Griff Ames 
 

Usher & Greeters 

Oct. 4 Joyce Hersch, Bud Taylor 

 Bethany Nupen, Bev Pratt 

Oct. 11 Delcea Wills,  

 Aggie Schultheis 

 Ken & Sue Davis 

Oct. 18 Sue Kela, Alison Bowling 

 John & Jeannie Lemm 

Oct. 25 Mike & Bev Kelly 

 Shannon & Jennifer Griffin 
 

Time For Young Disciples 

Oct. 4 Nathan Perry 

Oct. 11 Tineke Dahl 

Oct. 18 Tim Taylor 

Oct. 25 Rick Chapman 
 

Acolytes 

Oct. 4 Maxx Kelly/Nathan Taylor 

Oct. 11 Cameron Ross 

Oct. 18 Collin Beil 
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Loving God  

Sunday Worship  
Schedule 
 

9:00am  Adult S.S Classes 

9:00am Brass Handbells 

10:00am Chancel Choir 

10:30am Worship 

11:00am  Kids Sunday School 

11:45am Coffee Hour  

3:00pm Youth Group  

 

Oct. 25 Jonathan Beil 

Organist 

Oct. 4 Woody Bernas 

Oct. 11 Len Guyt 

Oct. 18 Woody Bernas 

Oct. 25 Joann Richardson 
 

Hospitality Team 

 

Oct. 4 Tineke Dahl, Bud Taylor 

 Shannon & Jennifer Griffin 

Oct. 11 Paul & Shar Du Fresne 

 Kent & Terese Edmonds 

Oct. 18 Kathy Kuyper, John Lemm 

 Larry & Chris Hall 

Oct. 25 Delcea Wills, Mary Jensen 

 Mike &  Bev Kelly 

Nov. 1 Rick & Karen Chapman 

 Ken & Sue Davis 

Nov. 8 Jan Collier, Sue Hall 

 Paul & Blossom Murphey 

Nov. 15 Chuck & Jean Feth 

 Jeff Knudsen& Alena Santos 

Nov. 22 Joyce Gearhart  

 Alice Lord-Unruh 

 Phil McGaughey 

 Steve Van Hoff 

Nov. 29 Mabel Somerville, Sue Hall 

 Bud Taylor, Peggy Hitchcock 

#identity   Fall Sermon Series 

 
 

Audio sermons available at 
www.summitave.net 

Every Member a Minister 

As Presbyterians, we believe God 

calls and equips all of us to serve 

and lead in the church. The follow-

ing list of names is a reminder to 

those who have signed up to serve 

in the coming weeks. It’s also an 

invitation to you if you don’t see 

your name on the list to search 

your heart and your calendar to 

see when and where you can serve. 

Give the office a call or mark a blue 

card with your name and how 

Date Scripture Sermon Title Preacher 

Oct. 4 

World Communion  

1 Samuel 16:1:-13 

1 Samuel 17:1-58 

I am brave 

#underdog 

Rev. Susie Beil 

Oct. 11 1 Samuel 18:1-9; 19:1-7;29 

1 Samuel 19:1-2 

I am a friend 

#faithful 

Nathan Perry 

Oct. 18 2 Samuel 11:1-5; 12:1-24 

2Samuel 11 

I am a sinner 

#coverup 

Rev. Susie Beil 

Oct. 25 

Reformation 

Sunday 

2 Samuel 13:1-9; 2 Samuel 18 

2 Samuel 18:33 

I am grieving 

#despair 

Rev. Susie Beil 

Nov. 1 1 Kings 17:1-6; 18:16-39 

I Kings 18:21 

I am a follower 

#falsegods 

Rev. Susie Beil 

http://www.summitave.net/current-sermons/
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In Worship 

 

Our MOPS group launches Wednesday, 

October 7 at 9:15 am! We are so excited 

to meet new moms and share this year 

together! Thank you to all who have 

volunteered food, time and financial 

support to get our group off the ground! 

Please pray for our Steering Team, new 

moms, and all our Moppet childcare 

workers!  

 

One of the great things about MOPS is 

its focus on training up moms to be 

leaders. I have been so blessed to watch 

our Steering Team moms catch the vi-

sion for this ministry and just dive into 

their positions. We are all learning new 

skills and deepening our love for our 

kids, other moms, and our great God.  

 

Jesus challenges our definition of neighbor in The Parable of the Good Samaritan. 

Read Luke 10:25-37. 

 
After the traveler is beaten to within inches of his life he’s passed by both a Jewish priest and a Levite (lay minister). 

They go out of their way to avoid the beaten man and leave him for dead.  

The Samaritan, a notorious “bad guy” in this day and time, comes up to the man, bandages his wounds, anoints him 

with oil, loads him on his mule, takes him to the inn and cares for him. The Samaritan even pays for his stay. 

Then Jesus brings it home with a question, "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 

into the hands of robbers?" 

Ouch…The rich Lawyer can’t even mention the helpful man’s race and says, "The one who had mercy on him." And 

Jesus agrees with his answer as says, "Go and do likewise." To love God means to serve God and care for others. 

Consider these questions.  

 Do you know of a mom in need? 

 Do you know of a mom who could use some mercy? 

Jesus challenges us with the word "neighbor." 

He takes the enemy and calls him our neighbor. While the word “enemy” might seem strong to us, Jesus wants to 

challenge who we define as our neighbors. The mom we don’t easily relate to, the mom who doesn’t look like us or 

perhaps the mom who lives on the other side of the tracks. 

We were created to love God and be a neighbor to others. Neighbors are not determined by race, creed or social class; 

they consist of any mom in need made in the image of God. 

Who is your neigbor? How can you reach out to her?  
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Is living inside, 
And put death to my pride, 
And opened my eyes. 
 

I am... 
Just about to cry 
Thinking about the grace I live 
by, 
The forgiveness 
I can't lie, 
It's like a sickness, 
But I can't die. 
And it's spreading as it multi-
plies life to the fullest, 
Praying over Burger King 
might seem foolish- 
To some. 
But I can't help but bow down 
to my King, 
So let's do this. A real man 
prays on his knees, 
A real man loves and fears God. 
 

I am... 
A man, but not by my own 
works at all. 
 

I am 
Who I am, 
Because 'I Am' raised me 
from the fall. 
Raised me to His call. 
I am a son to the One, 

Who created the sun. 
I've been called to his kingdom 
since this world first begun, 
 

I am 
Loved. 
Just refer to John 3:16 
And so are you. 
I hope you can experience His 
love just like me. 

 

I am… 
Saved. 
Blessed be to God, 
I am a sinner, 
But I no longer find my identity 
in His law, 
I found it in Christ 
When love led Him to the cross, 
Where He willingly gave his life. 
I struggle with trials, 
But I am a product of mercy and 
grace, 
And in everything and everyone, 
I seek His face. 
 

I am... 
Living for God, 
Which means I'm dying to live, 
The only One worth living and 
dying for, 
My life's all I can give. 
Instead of living to die, 
The same Spirit that raised  
Jesus, 

I am 

Writing poetry is something I used to do a lot of growing up. However, it is something I have 
not continued to practice in my young adult life. In the spirit of our series on #identity, we 
must acknowledge that we are made in the image of a creative God. So below is a poem called 
“I AM” inspired by 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” I hope in some way you can relate and 
be encouraged by the reality of our place in God’s heart in Christ.    
     In Christ’s service,  Nathan Perry 

Fall Kids and Family Event:  

October 25th from 1-3pm @ Play Kitsap  

 

Summit Ave Presbyterian Church has reservations on October 

25th. Kids and their families are invited to Kitsap Play in East 

Bremerton after service Sunday from    

1-3pm. Bring a friend and enjoy a fun 

afternoon jumping on bounce house, 

eating snacks, and playing games.  

Location:  Play Kitsap 

5934 WA-303, Bremerton 

Cost: $10/child 

*waiver forms required 

Summit Kids meet 

Sundays each week 

(except First/Communion Sundays) 

All children join us in the sanctuary 

for worship. Following the Time for 

Young Disciples, kids 1st-6th grade are 

invited downstairs for more worship, 

Bible lesson, and fun. Birth—K are 

invited to the nursery for stories songs 

and play. 
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Summit Youth! 

Our mission at Summit is to grow disciples in all gen-

erations by loving God, loving others, and serving 

the world. At Summit Youth, we have built our calen-

dar to include worship & discipleship, fellowship & 

fun, and missional service.  We’ll meet once a month 

for a a typical youth group gathering, twice a month 

for small groups, and once a month for service. Most 

weeks we’ll meet 3-5 pm (except Serve Sundays and 

some D-groups). Here’s a little more detail:   

 

Serve Sunday:  

October 4 @ 1:30 - 3:30 

pm 

Join us as we serve homeless along-

side with Kitsap Rescue Mission the 

first Sunday of each month. We need 

help loading and unloading tables/

chairs, and serving food. This is for 

all youth 7-12 grade. Students need a 

signed waiver form to participate.*  

Contact Nathan Perry 

(360.362.3575 or 

youth@summitave.net) to sign-up.  

 

 

D-groups are made up of adult leaders and a small 

group of students. They’ll meet for discipleship, fel-

lowship and fun.  This fall we’re talking #identity as 

we seek our identity in Christ. D-groups meet at the 

church: 

October 11th @ 3 pm 

October 18th @ 12-2pm  

*All waiver forms are good for the year 2015. If you do 

not currently have one on hand from past events this 

year, you can pick one up in the office and have it signed 

prior to serving with us.  

Summit Youth Group:  

October 25   @ 3:00-5:00 pm 

Once a month join Summit Youth for worship, 

interactive games and team-building activities, 

food and snacks, and energized group time at 

SAPC. Bring a friend! 

Come early at 3:00 and hang out, eat snacks and 

play games. We’ll get rolling at 3:30. Our youth 

room has a ping pong table, pool table, air hockey 

table, board games, snack bar, and a large parking 

with a basketball hoop and room for tossing a 

football/Frisbee. There is plenty to do! 

Youth Mission Trip 

Information Meeting 

October 15  @ 6:30 pm 

 
Parents and Youth are invited to an  

IMPORTANT information meeting for a 

Spring Break Mission Trip to Tijuana to 

build a home for a 

family in need. 

This is an  

AMAZING  

opportunity!  
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Serving the World 

Kitsap Rescue Mission 
Matt. 25:35 “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me.” 

Members of the Mission Team meet the first Sunday of each month to participate in feeding the homeless.  

The Kitsap Rescue Mission has meal programs several times a week to meet 

hunger needs in our community.  Everything is provided by the Mission except 

the helping hands of volunteers.  Rain or shine, tables and chairs are set up in a 

parking lot in East Bremerton where those in need can be served a meal.  The 

food is prepared by other volunteers, then the Mission Team transports the set 

ups to the meal site and distributes food and drink to the homeless community.  

To participate in this giving ministry, a short training program is available 

through the Kitsap Rescue Mission office free of charge.  Presently we have 

three teams that allow us to alternate months.  Each team works about four times a year.  The tasks are not 

difficult and can make a difference in someone’s life that may be hungry.  See Ellen Middents or Judy Wieck 

if you can spare a few hours on a Sunday to help.   

Grace and peace. 

Judy Wieck 

Bremerton  

Foodline Alert! 

We have surpassed our spring/

summer goal of 250 pounds of 

food donated to the Bremerton 

Foodline by about 25 

pounds!  Thank you all who 

helped support our cause!   

Please keep donating.  

  We'll start another goal for Winter and 

 Spring beginning about the middle of  

 December.   Thank you. 

Deacons Corner 
The Deacons Offering is collected the first  

Sunday of each month.  The offering is giving to or-
ganizations in our community. They in turn reach out 
to those in need. 

 

Helping Hands  

Offering 

Third Sunday of each month.  
Helping Hands offering is 
used to purchase Safeway gift 
cards to be given to families in 
need of food for their  

family. Perishable food items 
and basic toiletries are also 
welcome at any time! 

For a Laugh 

From Pastor Susie’s friend, JP’s, Facebook post last week (he’s married to Abby, a UCC minister 

outside Boston) 

So, anyway, the guy who left a message on our answering machine had a REALLY thick  

Boston accent.  

And I told Abby that someone had called about their impending bowel removal, and it must 

be serious, because, well, the dude was going to get his bowels removed, so she should call 

him pronto.  

But she explained that he just wanted to hire her for a vow renewal. 
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Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Susie Beil 

Parish Associates: Rev. Jerry Benjamin 

                       Rev. Barbara Benjamin 

Youth & Children's Ministry Director: Nathan Perry 

Childcare Ministry Coordinator:  

Childcare Assistant: Ariel Clawson 

Choir Director: Gary Dahl 

Handbell Choir Director: Cheryl Sanlin 

Organists:  Woody Bernas, Joann Richardson, Len Guyt  

Office Administrator: Faith Parker 

Custodian: Darlene Randall 

Treasurer: Jennifer Taylor 

Kitchen Facilitator: Sue Kela 

Sound Technicians: Rick Walker, Tineke Dahl, 

Karl Jensen, Rick Chapman, Oliver Dahl 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Mel Lord-Unruh 

Choir Director Emeritus: Audrey Robinson 
 

Desk Volunteers:   
 Monday  Aggie Schultheis 

  Bethany Nupen 

 Tuesday Sharon Plowman 

  Isobel Merchen 

 Wed. Joyce Hersch 

  Judy Wieck 

 Thurs Sue Kela 

  Sue Hall 

Subs: Alice Lord-Unruh, Bud Taylor, Laura Blair 

Elders  

Sue Hall Hospitality/Sp Events 

Sue Kela Worship/PW  

Sharon Peterson Personnel/Youth Team 

Griff Ames Building and Grounds 

Bethany Nupen Worship/Children’s Team 

Ray Goodale Missions/Felloship/Worship 

Tim Taylor  BSA/Bldg & Grnds/acolytes 

Judy Wieck Clerk/Missions/Fellowship 

Rick Walker Worship/Soundboard 

Brett Harrison Mission/Outreach 

Russell Warren Worship/Groups 

Paul Du Fresne Finance/Stewardship 

Ken Davis Outreach/Memorials 

 

Deacons 

Moderator: Delcea Wills 

Joyce Hersch  Mabel Richardson 

Ellen Middents  Kathy Kuyper 

Chris Hall  Ann Sveen 

Sharon Plowman Kurt Spitzer 

Cheryl Sanlin  Sue Davis 
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Summit Leadership 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Our Treasurer’s report reflects what was approved at 

the pervious month’s Session meeting, giving us a 

month’s lag time. So for this newsletter, we report on:  

Statistical Report of August  2015 

Average Worship Attendance: 103 
 Lord’s Supper: 104 
 Kids: 5 
 Youth BBQ: 30 
 Youth Night: 10 
 Sunday School - Adults: 18 
 Groups: 85 

 Actual Monthly 

Budget 

(expected) 

Year to 

Date 

Income $27,945.31 $21,261.00 $245,778.16 

Expense $23,504.19 $21,331.50 $245,345. 

Net ordinary 

income 

  $433.16 

August 2015 

Stewardship 

 

As we start the fall season, Session is beginning to 

plan for 2016. Efforts are underway to develop the 
budgets that allow us to continue the work of our 

church in Gods world. Over the next six weeks we 

will share these plans for 2016 as we celebrate all 
that has gone on during 2015.  All the while 

we remember that it is the faithful pledges and gifts 

from our congregation that  supports all that we do 
here at Summit to make Christ's work come alive in 

our lives and community.    

We will kick off our Stewardship efforts in mid Octo-
ber with November 15th as the Sunday we return our 

pledge cards.  Once we have an understanding of our 

level of giving for 2016 our budgets can be finalized 
and decisions about staffing a programs for 2016 will 

come together. 

During our celebration each of us will have to con-
sider our own plans for giving during 2016.  So, as 

we begin this years Stewardship campaign, please 

give prayerful thought to how your gifts will continue 
the work and worship of our church.  

Paul Du Fresne 
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403 S Summit 

Growing disciples in all generations by loving God, loving others, and serving the world. 

Phone: 360-377-2740 

E-mail: summitpc@qwestoffice.net 
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Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday  

9am - 2pm  

Check out our website at: 

www.summitave.net 
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