
sources of strength, to journey by faith to 

a new place.  

      The second thing to remember in 

times of change is that Jesus is still 

speaking to us even in our (faith and our) 

doubts. Being a disciple of Jesus means 

that we continue to listen for God’s direc-

tion even when our own plans morph and 

change. Despite the fact that the disciples 

expressed their doubts, Jesus neverthe-

less came near to them and gave them a 

mission that would forever change their 

lives. Of course they wouldn’t get it right 

away, but that didn’t stop Jesus from 

telling them to “Go out and make disci-

ples.”  

      This summer is an opportunity to walk 

by faith -- and by doubt -- as these doubts 

are just another opportunity to explore 

together what faith means now for you as 

a church. The mission of your church is 

changing -- new challenges and opportu-

nities await you. But the one who calls 

you to that mission is one and the same: 

Jesus. And it is Jesus who is speaking to 

you even now, in all your questions and 

wonders about the future -- who says, “I 

am with you always, even to the end of 

the age.”  

 
 
Scott Lumsden 

 
                       

the disciples doubted, it takes a little bit 

of the pressure off. These (now) eleven 

chosen apprentices whom Jesus is now 

entrusting to carry on his mission aren’t 

sure what they are seeing or even doing 

there when they meet Jesus at the 

mountain. Well, the truth is I don’t al-

ways know what I’m doing a lot of the 

time.   

      Who hasn’t experienced this? We 

spend our time making plans, arranging 

details, coordinating schedules, then 

inevitably, something shifts and we have 

to reassess, reschedule, and reprioritize.  

      When Jesus appears to his disciples 

after his resurrection they have to reas-

sess and reorient their lives to a new re-

ality. Everything they know about their 

life and plans is now being questioned.  

     

As people of faith we have to be open 

when God interrupts the status quo of 

our lives and invites us to follow Jesus to 

new places. “In their hearts humans plan 

their course, but the Lord establishes 

their steps.” (Pr 16:9)  

     There are two keys to remember when 

the unexpected happens: First, explore 

your faith AND your doubts. Your faith 

grounds you in what you know to be true 

-- that God is good, is for you, and will 

not abandon you. Your doubts show you 

where God is present to you but for 

whatever reason still hidden a bit from 

your sight. Doubts are an invitation to 

explore God in a new way, to find new 
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Ok, you were probably expecting some-

thing more like this quote from 2 Corin-

thians 5:7: “we walk by faith, not by 

sight.” (Italics added) It’s true, we do 

live lives of faith trusting in what God is 

doing without always being able to see 

or know what that is. That’s what pray-

er is all about -- trusting that God hears 

us: “I love the Lord, because he hears 

my voice and my supplications.” (Ps 

116:1)  

     But there’s another aspect of faith 

that I think is equally true and is at work 

alongside faith -- and that’s doubt. We 

don’t talk about it much, but we all 

doubt.  

      One of the most quoted passages 

about the mission of the church teaches 

us that faith and doubt go hand in 

hand: “Then the eleven went to Galilee, 

to the mountain where Jesus had told 

them to go. When they [the disciples] 

saw him [Jesus] they worshiped him; but 

some doubted. Then Jesus came to 

them and said. “All authority on heaven 

and earth has been given to me. There-

fore go and make disciples of all na-

tions, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-

thing I have commanded you. And sure-

ly I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.” (Italics added, Mt 28:16-20) 

      I’ve always been blown away that 

Matthew says the disciples doubted. 

Why? Because when I realize that even 
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Liturgists 
July 2  Rick Chapman 

July 9  Nathan Perry  
July 16  TBA 
July 23  Paul DuFresne 
July 30  Lori Hamilton  
Aug 6  TBA 
Aug 9  TBA 
Aug 20  TBA 

Aug27  TBA  
 

Time For Young Disciples 
July 2  Nathan Perry  

July 9  Sharon Peterson 
July 16  Bethany Nupen 
July 23  Wallace Ross  
July 30  Lori Hamilton  
Aug 6  Tineke Dahl 
Aug 9             TBD 
Aug 20          Mary Fischer 
Aug 27          Megan Kranenburg 
 

Acolytes 
July 2 Jayke Kelly   

July 9   Geneva Kranenburg 
July 16 Jonah Griffin  
July 23   Ruth Ross  

July 30   Katie Hamilton  
Aug 6   Maxx Kelly 

Aug 9  Jayke Kelly  
Aug 20  Jonah Griffin  
Aug 27 Katie Hamilton  
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Organist 
July 2        Woody Bernas 
July 9          Woody Bernas 
July 16  Woody Bernas 
July 23              Joanne Richardson  
July 30              Woody Bernas 
Aug 6                 Joanne Richardson  
Aug 9                 Joanne Richardson  
Aug 20 Woody Bernas 
Aug 27 Joanne Richardson  
 

Hospitality Team 
July 2       Griff Ames, Delcea Wills,  
`       Chuck & Jean Feth 
July 9       Rick & Karen Chapman,  
       Shannon & Jennifer Griffin 

July 16       Keith & Lori Hamilton,  
       Sonia Turner, Judy Wieck  
July 23       Larry & Chris Hall, Mary Jensen ,  
       Peg Powell 
July 30       Lisa Barfield, Sandy Bochonok,  
       Paul & Shar DuFresne  
Aug 6       Tineke Dahl, Ray Goodale,  

       Pamela Morton 
Aug 13       James & Alonda Droege,  
       Kathy Kuyper, Steve VanHoff  

Aug 20               Paul & Ellen Middents,  
                             Ruth Martin, Mary Fischer 
Aug 27               Meredith Edwards, Ruth Martin,    

 Brett Harrison, Joyce Gearhart 

 

 

          

Audio sermons available at 
www.summitave.net 

Sunday Worship  
Schedule 
  

9:00am   Adult S.S Classes 
9:00am  Brass Handbells 
10:00am  Chancel Choir 
10:30am  Worship 
11:00am   Summit Kids 
11:45am  Coffee Hour  
6:30pm  Youth Group  

Every Member a Minister 

As Presbyterians, we believe God calls 

and equips all of us to serve and lead 

in the church. The following list of 

names is a reminder to those who have 

signed up to serve in the coming 

weeks. Like to be on this list? Give the 

office a call or mark a blue card with 

your name and how you’d like to help, 

and we’ll contact you! 

Communion   
July 2   TBA 

August 6        TBA 

Thank You VBS Volunteers!  
Alex Aromin 
Caleb Beil 
Collin Beil 
Jonathan Beil  
Debra Betts 
Abby Chapman 
Karen Chapman 
Rick Chapman 
Quincy Cole 
Solveig Dahl 
Tineke Dahl 
Matthew Fender 

Mary Fischer 
Jonah Griffin 
Emily Hamilton 
Brian Henderson 
Peggy Hitchcock 
Aphroditis Howell 
Kamisha Hurse 
Frances Ikegami 
Bev Kelly 
Jayke Kelly 
Maxx Kelly 
Andrea King 

Jennifer Liang 
Julie Mirth 
Makayla Mirth 
Bethany Nupen 
Katherine Corpuz       

Perry 
Nathan Perry  
Peg Powell 
Cameron Ross 
Ruth Ross 
Wallace Ross 
Louise Royce 

Steve Royce 
Laurel Spitzer 
Teagan Taafe 
Jennifer Taylor 
Nathan Taylor 
Anika Walker 
Bellana Walker 
Kathi Walker 
Rick Walker 
Macarena White 
Delcea Wills 
Andera Zabel 

http://www.summitave.net/current-sermons/


Larry & Chris Hall, Mary Jensen ,  

 

Aug 27               Meredith Edwards, Ruth Martin,    
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                  In Fellowship  

VBS Kids Camp 2017  a great adventure! 
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A Hard Decision  
by Nathan Perry 

 
Platforms and Stages 

Coming from a Filipino family, I’ve had a 

Catholic influence in my faith. One of the 

things most notable in the Catholic faith 

is the veneration of the saints. We see 

statues, stained glass, portraits, or other 

imagery of the Saints adorned in holiness. 

We lift up these leaders and put them on a 

pedestal and it seems to make them su-

per human. Divine. We forget these lead-

ers are just regular people. St. Paul was 

first known as Saul. We are learning about 

him in our VBS and how God used him 

mightily in the early church. But in our 

veneration, it is easy to forget he once 

persecuted the very church he later 

learned to love, serve, and give his life to. 

St. Peter denied Jesus three times. Jesus 

even called Peter ‘Satan’ once! (Matthew 

16:23). Sometimes I think we disconnect 

from our leaders. Though we may not 

make sculptors or artwork in their honor, 

we often celebrate them on stages, in 

writing, on media; and we begin to build 

under them a platform. I think the scary 

thing for any leader is to embrace that 

platform and forget they are only human. 

Weak. Limited. And just as susceptible to 

pride, arrogance, burnout, or greed. You 

name your poison.  

 

Ministry in the Home 

1 Timothy 3:5 says, “For if a man cannot 

manage his own household, how can he 

take care of God’s church?” My call into 

ministry is far more than leading events, 

preaching, teaching, and outreach… No. 

My call into ministry was a call to over-

come many personal struggles. To change 

the direction of my family tree. I’m aware 

of my brokenness. I’m also aware that I’m 

far more broken that I’m aware of! I know 

my past can determine the direction of 

my future if I don’t continue to allow my-

self to be humbled and to submit my 

short comings to God. But I’m also very 

aware and confident that God has given 

me power to live a life of Godliness so I 

seek Him above all things. I need Him. 

And the longer I walk with Him, the more 

aware I am of my need for Him. It’s in my 

quiet times that God has been urging me 

to learn my limits, set healthy bounda-

ries, slow down, and to “Guard my heart 

above all else, for by it are the well 

springs of life.” (Proverbs 4:23). 

 

A Newly Married Man  

For the last 3 years I’ve faced some hard 

truths about myself. When I first started 

school to get my Bible degree I was new-

ly engaged, had no car, or a place to stay 

and was commuting by ferry and bus 

from Kitsap County to Kirkland almost 

daily. I did not have enough money for 

school and was praying for a miracle 

(which later did happen!). I was working 

a lot just to survive and that’s exactly 

what it felt like. Survival. After getting 

married, both my wife and I were full 

time students, working, and commuting 

a lot. Not to mention the financial strain 

of school on newly-weds, I was tasked 

with the call to start a kid’s and youth 

ministry here at Summit while living in 

Kirkland. Survival! After I graduated from 

Northwest University with my Bible and 

Ministry degree we moved to Kingston, 

so Katherine could finish nursing school 

where she attended Edmonds Communi-

ty College. This began the process of 

long daily commutes to Bremerton and 

back. I also picked up a second job at 

Red Lobster to make ends meet. Surviv-

al. Add onto this, mission trips, youth 

conference, retreats, events, afternoon/

evening meetings and weekly kids and 

youth programs. Survival. These last 3 

years have stretched us as a newly mar-

ried couple. More than words can ex-

press. We’ve had many fights. And there 

were days we weren’t sure what to do. 

I’ve pursued 3 years of personal and 

marital counseling because I realized we 

couldn’t do this alone. It has strength-

ened us. And I can honestly say I love my 

wife better everyday. My love for her has 

grown tremendously every year and she 

is my best friend. I’ve also seen a change 

in her. Oh man, have I seen a change. We 

are no longer trying to “survive” but we 

are really learning to thrive. 
 
Deuteronomy 24:5 

Towards the end of one of my last Pastoral 
counseling sessions in November of 2016, I 

found myself saying words that I couldn’t 
figure out where they came from. I started 
talking about what it might look like to 
take a year off of ministry. I was aware of a 
verse, but not sure where it was, that 
talked about newly married men not going 
to war or doing public business. I had nev-
er considered doing this until the words 
were pouring out of my mouth. In that 
moment I committed to do the opposite. 
Stay in ministry. Yet I found myself saying 
this prayer in my car, “Lord, if I give you a 
year off of ministry, EXTEND MY YEARS 
FOR YOU! I love you. All I want to do is 
serve you.” I sensed that his response was, 

“That is exactly why I’m calling you to take 
a year off.” At the rate I was going, I was 
running myself to the ground and drag-
ging my family along with me. I warned 
myself not to do exactly what I was doing! 
God does have a call on my life. My first 
call is my family. I felt the Lord calling me 
to build a foundation for my family that 
will carry us long into the future. He has 
called me to set my eyes not on a 5-year 
plan but to consider 30-40 years. And what 
things do I need to instill in my life, and 
what unhealthy habits do I need to squash 
that will work its way to the surface years 
down the road. Though there were many 

things that indicated God was moving me 
onward, ultimately the reason I have 
submitted my resignation here at Summit 
is because of Deuteronomy 24:5. It is not 
like I am leaving Summit to work in anoth-
er ministry. I am taking a year off and 
simply working at a regular job to provide 
for my family. I will leave work at work, be 
more fully present in my relationships and 
family. I will likely get bored quick! I love 
being active! So, all the energy, creativity, 
and thoughtfulness I put into ministry I 
will have to plan some epic date nights 
with my wife! And take a year to build a 
strong foundation on Christ. 

 
Not an Easy Decision  
After 6 months of prayer God has over and 
over again confirmed He is calling me 
away from Summit. It was not easy. I have 
grown to love our kids and youth tremen-
dously. It’s the reason I had such a hard 
time praying about it. I have grown to love 
this church and the members in this con-



Faith & Fellowship 

V O L 5  I S S U E  7 /8    Page 5 

Goodbye Nathan  
…  ‘I will follow you, Lord:  but let me first say farewell to  

those at my home.’   Luke 9:61  

gregation! But my decision had been 
finalized towards the end of last Febru-

ary. Now the prayer became about when 
and how I would leave. After even more 
consideration and prayer, both my wife 
and I decided to stay until the end of the 
school year and to commit through Vaca-
tion Bible School. We knew this would be 
very stressful on us but our hope and 
prayer was, and is, that the summer 
would be ideal in order to find another in 
my place where they can carry the torch 
by the time school starts again. These 
things, of course, are out of my hands 
and not my decision to make but for the 
sake of the kids and youth, it is the rea-
son we chose to stay and not leave back 

in March. 
 

Yes and No 
Mentors and Pastors at my home church, 
Newlife, have often said you cannot say 
no to something without first saying yes 
to something greater. My no to continue 

working with kids and youth at Summit 
is in deep trust that God’s yes for me is 

good. He has never steered me wrong. He 
is in control, and in light of recent events, 
He still has good plans for both myself 
and my family, for His call on our lives, for 
this church, and especially for the kids 
and youth. I leave you, asking you to also 
trust in Him. For the youth, I implore you 
to make the Christian faith your own. Not 
to be satisfied with it being your parents’ 
faith, your youth director’s faith, or the 
churches' faith. It must be your own. Pur-
sue righteousness, run from evil. Love the 
things of God. Guard your faith, let it 
grow; that it might be worthy to stand the 
test and trials you’ll face in this life. God 

will carry you through ANYTHING if you 

hold onto him. Parents, church, families, I 
implore you to do everything in your pow-
er to empower the faith of the kids and 
youth. Let it still be the highest priority. 
When I first came to Summit, Pastor Susie 
said to me that, “If we are not investing in 

the younger generation we are a dying 
church.” Don’t lose sight of this call! 

 
Philippians 2:12-13 
“Dear friends, you always followed my 
instructions when I was with you. And 
now that I am away, it is even more im-
portant. Work hard to show the results of 
your salvation, obeying God with deep 
reverence 
and fear. For God is working in you, giving 
you the desire and the power to do what 
pleases him.” 
 
PS. I love you all! 
 

 
 
 
    In Christ’s Service,    
          Nathan Perry 
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    S U M M I T  L I F E  

Family Night Unplugged 
 July 14 

6-8pm 
 

Come turn your phone off and 

join us! This month we will be 
enjoying a bonfire and BBQ. So come join us as we 
get unplugged and engage in some adult conversa-
tion and enjoy some roasted hot dogs and s’mores. 
Child care will be provided.  For more information 

contact Andrea Zabel 843.367.0550 

Foodline Update 
We  brought in 26 pounds in 
June.  The summer months 

are the most neediest for 
the Bremerton Foodline. 
Your donations are greatly 
apricated! Keep up the 
good work Summit!  
    For shopping lists and/or 
grocery bags visit the food wagon in the Narthex. 
Thanks for your continued support! 

Monthly Emergency Action Activities 
Brought to you by the Emergency Preparedness Committee  

Activity #4:  3-Day Comfort Kit 
Below are a few things that could help you in case you 

get separated from your family during an emergency. 
For more information you can download the "Prepare 
in a Year" booklet in full at  
http://mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/emergency-

management/piy-englishbooklet.compressed.pdf 

Did you know?  
Chances are you will have to rely upon the supplies 
that you have available to you in your home for at 
least the first three days following any major disaster.  
Be sure to: Start with a sturdy air tight container. 
Then make sure you have the basics, non perishable 
food, water, clothing, first aid kit, tool kit, flash light, 
extra batteries, any prescription medications you may 
need, bedding, etc.  
Always:  
Check and rotate your supplies yearly.  

On May 23, Zack Jilek completed his Eagle Scout pro-
ject here at Summit Avenue. Zack painted the MOPS 

shed at the end of the lower parking lot.  
       Pictured above is Zack and his father, along with 
the Summit Building and Grounds Team accepting 
Zack’s project.  

Benedict House  
September 1-15 

 
 

Come join us as we cook and serve meals to the resi-
dents of the Benedict house for two weeks in Septem-
ber.  
      We are currently signing up volunteers now in the 
fellowship hall. For more information contact Sue  
Kela at 360.373.0266.  

http://mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/emergency-management/piy-englishbooklet.compressed.pdf
http://mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/emergency-management/piy-englishbooklet.compressed.pdf
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Staff 

Pastor:  Rev. Susie Beil 
Parish Associate: Rev. Jerry Benjamin 
Youth & Kids Ministry Director: Nathan Perry 
Childcare Ministry Leaders:  Aphroditis Howell 
Choir Director: Gary Dahl 
Handbell Choir Director: Cheryl Sanlin 
Organists:  Woody Bernas, Joann Richardson,  
Office/Communications: Julie Mirth 
Custodian: Darlene Randall 
Treasurer: Cathy Best 
Kitchen Facilitator:  Sue Kela 
Sound Technicians:  Rick Walker, Tineke Dahl, 
Karl Jensen, Rick Chapman, Oliver Dahl, Teagan Taafe, 
Quincy Cole 
Desk Volunteers: 
 Monday    Aggie Schultheis  & Bethany Nupen 
 Tuesday   Sharon Plowman & Terese Edmonds  
 Wed.      Laurel Spitzer, Judy Wieck   
 Thurs.      Mary Urwin & Sue Kela  [  

Subs: Ray Goodale, Bud Taylor 

Session 
Bethany Nupen Worship/Kids 
Brett Harrison Mission/Outreach 
Russell Warren Groups 
Paul Du Fresne Finance/Stewardship 
Ken Davis Mission/Memorials 
Ruth Martin Outreach/Hospitality 
Dan Kranenburg Personnel/B&G 
Rick Chapman Finance  
Bev Kelly Youth/Personnel 
Steve Royce 
Lori Hamilton Clerk  

Deacons 
Moderator: Delcea Wills 
Joyce Hersch  Jeannie Lemm 
Mary Fischer  John Lemm 
Audrey Robinson  Jerry Dick  
Ann Sveen   Tineke Dahl 
Sue Davis 
Louise Royce 
Dennis Kurzrock 

May 2017 Actual Monthly  
Budget 

(expected) 

Year to Date 

Income $25,125.16 $19,136.94 $121,683.53 

Expense $25,659.02 $23,584.06 $117,159.27 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Our Treasurer’s report reflects what was approved at 
the previous month’s Session meeting, giving us a 
month’s lag time. So for this newsletter, we report on 

May 2017  

A letter from Session 
On May 14th, a personal letter from Susie to the Congrega-
tion was read in church following the service. This is a follow 
up to that letter. A few weeks ago, the Session of Summit 
Avenue received a request from Pastor Susie for personal 
leave. That request was then followed by a letter in which 
Susie shared news of a personal event, which left her mar-
riage and her family in a tumultuous state. Susie requested, 
and Session approved, a 3-month paid leave to allow her to 
care for herself and to take the time to discern what God has 
planned for Dave, Susie, and their boys. While none of us 

knows what the future holds, we do know WHO holds the 
future – and our Pastor – in His hands. 
      The Seattle Presbytery has come alongside our church 

during this time and your Session has laid out a plan to en-
sure the pulpit is full, pastoral care is available, and 
that we continue to grow as a church, moving along the 
path that God is laying before us. We need to pray during 

this time. Pray for the Church and its members: that they 
will find ways to be involved and that they will be filled with 
what the Holy Spirit has for us. Pray for the Session: that 

they will hear what this Congregation needs and continue to 
plan so those things happen. Pray for the Biel family: that 
they will find peace and a clear understanding of what’s 

next. We ask that you respect Susie’s need for space and the 
time she has requested. If you have questions or concerns, 
please contact an Elder. 
 

In Christ, 
Your Summit Avenue Session 
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403 S Summit 
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Phone: 360-377-2740 
E-mail: office@summitave.net 
Return Service requested 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  
9am - 2pm  

Phone: (360) 377-2740 
 

Check out our website at: 
www.summitave.net 

 

Burgers, chicken, hot dogs, chips, & 
drinks will be provided.  
 

RSVP: Fill out a blue card or sign up on the 
sheet in the fellowship hall during coffee 
hour.  

Neighborhood Block Party!  
 Saturday, August 5                               

3-6pm      @Summit Ave 
 

· Fellowship  · Food · Music · Fun · Games · Prizes · 
 
 

Featuring: Bremerton Fire Department, Mas-

ter Gardeners, Summit Disaster Preparedness 

Team, Summit Heath Team, Live Music, and 
more!  
 

 

http://www.summitave.net

