
Scripture when people are counted, 

when growth and changes are measured.  

     To start with, God tells Adam and Eve 

to be fruitful and multiply, to fill the 

earth. Then, at several points in the Old 

Testament, names and numbers of peo-

ple are recorded, as measures of the 

growth of God’s people in the world.  We 

have a whole book called Numbers, in 

fact, the first chapter of which lists the 

names and headcounts of the tribes of 

Israel after the Exodus from Egypt. Ezra 

records the number of Israelites who 

returned to Jerusalem after Babylonian 

exile. In the New Testament, Jesus 

speaks of the kingdom of God like a seed 

that grows and multiplies. Luke was a 

total numbers guy, recording in Acts all 

the new church plants and believers add-

ed to their number.  

     As a congregation in the PCUSA, we 

report to our denomination each year on 

total membership, along with gains and 

losses in membership, average worship 

and Christian Education attendance, 

and, alas, financial giving. Those are 

some good starting point measurements. 

[If you’re curious, go to www.pcusa.org 

find our congregation and click on “view 

statistics and records.”] 

     While he was definitely interested in 

numbers, Luke shows us that there is 

more to measuring our growth as follow-

ers of Jesus than simply counting heads. 

At the end of Acts 2, he writes, “day by 

day the Lord added to their numbers 

those were being saved.” The most im-

portant thing to note is that it is God 

who adds numbers, not us. God saves 

How are we growing? 

by Susie Beil 

Out in our garage 

we have a six foot 

long, white 1x4 

nailed to the wall. 

On it are dash 

marks and dates, 

along with boys’ 

initials, all written 

in various Sharpie colors. It’s our boys’ 

growth chart, this piece of wood we’ve 

brought with us from house to house 

through the years of their childhood. 

We remember when they were toddlers, 

preschoolers, 2nd graders, and marvel at 

their growth. Or, boys eager to be grow-

ing lament when there has been no 

change in months. Last week we meas-

ured Collin – he’s grown almost two 

inches since August! That’s exciting, 

because we’d been checking every few 

weeks this fall and saw no growth – so, 

really, it might have literally happened 

overnight. 

      Measuring growth in kids is fun and 

makes them feel good. And, even 

though it makes us parents nostalgic 

and miss their littleness, we rejoice that 

they are healthy and becoming strong 

young men. Measuring growth in the 

church stirs up a whole other batch of 

feelings. Some think it’s a great idea, 

others wonder if it’s a godly thing to do. 

For many years, I had been persuaded 

by well-meaning mentors not to worry 

about numbers or church growth – just 

care for the people God sends you. But, 

then I started to see all the times in 
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and God grows us. The next key Luke 

shows us is found in the verses just 

before this. “They devoted themselves 

to the apostles’ teaching and fellow-

ship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers” (Acts 2:42). In his book, Or-

ganix, theologian Bob Whitesel writes 

that “Luke was not measuring bodies, 

but hunger for knowledge, unity, com-

munity, and prayer. . . measurement 

is not about how many warm bodies 

show up at an event, but how much 

committed community emerges.”  

    This year our Session and staff we 

will be talking about how we as a 

church are growing. And while we will 

talk numbers, what I really want us to 

look at is how we are growing in our 

knowledge, unity, community and 

prayer. But we’ll need your help! In 

worship this month, we’ll have some 

quick questionnaires in the bulletins 

that we hope you will fill out. My hope 

is that we will do this once a year, and 

like that measuring stick in my fami-

ly’s garage, we’ll be able to mark 

where we are at from year to year and 

see how and when we are growing. 

It’ll help us see where we’re healthy 

and perhaps how we might do more to 

grow as followers of Jesus.  

      

Measuring church growth is 

not about how many warm 

bodies show up at an event, 

but how much committed 

community emerges. 

January 2016 

http://www.pcusa.org


Communion   

January 3 Delcea Wills,  
 Paul DuFresne,  
 Sue Kela, Tim Taylor 
 

Liturgist 

Jan. 3 Tim Taylor 
Jan. 10 Ann Sveen 
Jan. 17 Nathan Perry 
Jan. 24 Sharon Peterson 
Jan. 31 Sue  Hall 
 

 

Usher & Greeters 

Jan. 3 Joyce Hersch, Bud Taylor 
 Bethany Nupen, Delcea Wills 
Jan. 10 Ken Davis, Aggie Schultheis 
 Sue Davix,Peggy Hitchcock 
Jan. 17 Sue Kela, Alison Bowling 
 John & Jeannie Lemm 
Jan. 24 Mike &  Bev Kelly 
 Shannon & Jennifer Griffin 
Jan. 31 Terese Edmonds 
 

 

 

Time For Young Disciples 

Jan. 3 Nathan Perry 
Jan. 10 Wallace Ross 
Jan. 17 Bethany Nupen 
Jan. 24 Sharon Peterson 
Jan. 31 Pastor Susie Beil 
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Loving God  

Sunday Worship  
Schedule 
 

9:00am  Adult S.S Classes 

9:00am Brass Handbells 

10:00am Chancel Choir 

10:30am Worship 

11:00am  Kids Sunday School 

11:45am Coffee Hour  

3:00pm Youth Group  

 

Acolytes 

Jan. 3 Collin Beil 
Jan. 10 Jonah Griffin 
Jan. 17 Jonathan Beil 
Jan. 24 Ruth Ross 
Jan. 31 Jayke Kelly 
 

 

Organist 

 

Jan. 3 Woody Bernas 
Jan. 10 Woody Bernas 
Jan. 17  Len Guyt 
Jan. 24 Joann Richardson 
Jan. 31 Woody Barnas 
 

 

Hospitality Team 
 

Jan. 3 Alison Bowling, Mary Urwin 
 Wallace & Julie Ross 
Jan. 10 Brian Henderson, Ann Sveen 
 Audrey Robinson, Jan Postel 
Jan. 17 Barb Stark, Judy Wieck 
 Rick & Kathi Walker 
Jan. 24 Russ & Maxine Warren 
 Jerry & Connie Wheeler 
Jan. 31 Paul & Ellen Middents 
 Aggie Schultheis, Mary Fischer 
Feb . 7 Tineke Dahl, Mary Jensen 
 Larry & Chris Hall 
Feb. 14 Mike & Bev Kelly, 
 Sue Hall, Kathy Kuyper 
Feb. 21 Jeff Knudsen, Alena Santos 
 Shannon & Jennifer Griffin 
Feb. 28 Paul & Shar DuFresne 
 Kent & Terese Edmonds 

Feasting on the Word  

Audio sermons available at 
www.summitave.net 

Every Member a Minister 

As Presbyterians, we believe God 

calls and equips all of us to serve 

and lead in the church. The follow-

ing list of names is a reminder to 

those who have signed up to serve 

in the coming weeks. Like to be on 

this list? Give the office a call or 

mark a blue card with your name 

and how you’d like to help, and 

we’ll contact you! 

Date Scripture Sermon Title Preacher 

January 3 Jeremiah 31:7-14 In the Beginning Rev. Susie Beil 

January 10  GO! On the Mission Rev. Hannah Snelling 

January 17 Isaiah 62:1-5 Saving the Best for Last Rev. Susie Beil 

January 24 Philippians 3 Getting Past Your Past Rev. David Snapper 

January 31 Jeremiah 1:4-10 No Hometown Hero Rev. Susie Beil 

February 7 Exodus 34:29-36 The Flash Rev. Susie Beil 

http://www.summitave.net/current-sermons/
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In Worship 

 

Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.  

They shall be like a tree planted by water,  

sending out its roots by the stream.  

Jeremiah 17:7 

Are you registered yet?  

This year Kitsap Community Resources had over 1,600 local 

children on their Christmas Angel program. Summit Avenue 

adopted nine Christmas Angels. This year, our very generous 

congregation filled up the Narthex with toys, games, dolls, and 

even bikes! They made sure not to miss an item on either list, 

of any of the nine Christmas Angels our church adopted!  

All of your gracious giving did not go unnoticed. A father of 

some of our adopted angels, reached out to us on our Face-

book page, and left us the following message:  

“I just wanted to thank you from myself, my wife and my 

kids for having the Christmas Angel program at your church. 

You have really helped my family out this Christmas. I hope 

you and your congregation and your volunteers all have a 

blessed Christmas and 2016. “ 

 

Christmas Angel Update 
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Happy New Year! 

By Nathan Perry 
 

As we come into a New Year and re-
flect on Christmas, what images, 

words, or memories come to mind? 

Maybe family traditions, music, food, 
or presents? Santa? Jesus? What 

about “missions’? No? Didn’t think 

so!  
     Often we see images of the Nativity 

Scene and we hear the story of Jesus’ 

birth so much that we become numb 
to the incredible significance of this 

day. It is not simply a holiday among 

many. Or even one of our favorite 
holidays that we celebrate once a 

year. No, its much bigger than that. 

This day is central to history. Our 
timeline centers either before Christ 

or after Christ.   

     When I think of Christmas, I think 
of the word “incarnation.” That God 

became flesh and dwelt among us. 

That a sovereign, all powerful God 
chose to reveal himself to us in the 

form of a helpless baby.  He faced the 
same troubles, hardships, and limita-

tions as man. Mother Mary had to 

literally wipe his bottom.  This is our 

God! I wonder how often we consider 

the humanity of Jesus. Jesus being 

God sends His Son. The Son sends 

the Holy Spirit. And as believers, we 
receive the Holy Spirit and so we too 

are being sent.  

     Missions take sacrifice, hard work, 
and effort. But more than this, it re-

quires us to be empowered by God’s 

love for a broken world. To see the 
needs around us and to respond. We 

become the incarnation! We become 

His hands and feet and we are invited 
to be part of His mission. 

     I wonder, how will we continue to 
respond to this call this year?  We 

have blank pages for 2016 and I look 

forward with great anticipation and 
hope to discover the story God is 

writing for our church! 

 
 

 

 
 In Christ’s service,  

 Nathan Perry 

  

 

God did not have short cuts, or cheats 

in order to get through this life.  
     We see that God became human 

and in doing so he identified with our 

brokenness. Jesus lived in a broken 
world without a veil or an escape 

route to shelter him. We see he en-

dured for our sakes. Ultimately his 
body was broken and his blood shed 

for the forgiveness of sins.  

     Jesus’ birth cannot be separated 
from the cross. His purpose to be 

born was to lay down his own life to 
bring redemption to the human con-

dition. The problem with the world 

cannot be fixed with intellect, hard 
work, technology, science, or human 

effort alone. No, the brokenness of 

this world can only be remedied by 
love. A divine love that never fails and 

endures through all circumstances. 

An unfailing love more powerful than 
the hate and the darkness in this 

world. One that is pure and not cor-

rupt. This kind of love had to come 
from outside this world.   

     Jesus essentially came from heav-

en to earth on a mission trip. This 
was the heart of God. To love, and to 

serve those in need. To display God’s 

glory to a world who was blind and 
who did not know Him.  

D-groups are made up of adult leaders and a small 

group of students. They’ll meet for discipleship, fel-

lowship and fun.  During the new year we’re talking 

about good habits (aka spiritual disciplines). 

We  meet at the church:  

January 17th @ 3:00-5:00 pm 

Serve Sunday Jan 3  

1:30 - 3:30 pm 

 

Join us as we serve homeless alongside with Kitsap 

Rescue Mission the first Sunday of each month.  
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Easter Project 2016 

We’re excited to send 

a team of 10-15 high 

school youth and 

adults to Mexico to 

build a home for a 

family in need.  
 

Youth Mission To Tijuana  
Spring Break 

April 2-9 

There’s still room! 

Adults and high school 

youth  - sign up now! 

January is our deadline. 

Auction Fundraiser March 12th  
Robinson Fellowship Hall 

6:00 pm 

Items Needed!  Here are some ideas: 
 

 Tickets to a sporting event 

 Getaway to a hotel and/or condo  

 Hours of donated: yard work, gardening, etc. 

 Restaurant gift certificate 

 Gift basket/ display of unique items you have made 

(jewelry, beer, soap, etc.) 

 Freshly baked dessert delivered monthly  

 Batch of your latest homebrew 

Auction Committee 

Sharon Peterson   

Karen Chapman 

Sue Hall 

Julie Mirth 

Nathan Perry 
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Serving the World 

We serve a meal to the 

homeless the first Sun-

day of each month at 3 

pm. If you would like to 

be on one of the Serve 

Teams, mark a blue card 

or call the office! 

  Helping Hands Offering 

The third Sunday of each month.  

Helping Hands offering is used  

to purchase Safeway gift cards  

    to be given to families in need  

of food for their family.  

Perishable food items  

And basic toiletries  

are also welcome  

at any time!                                                                                                                           

Congratulations Peg Powell!  

Peg was the lucky winner of the Missions Quilt 

Raffle! Again, thanks to Jean Feth for donating the 

beautiful handmade quilt. We were able to raise 

$690.00 for the youth Mission Trip Fund, for the 

house they will be building in Tijuana over Spring 

Break. Thank You, to everyone that purchased 

tickets!  

Deacons Corner 

The Deacons Offering is collected the first Sunday 

of each month. The offering is giving to organizations 

in our community. They in turn reach out to those in 

need. 

Bremerton Foodline News! 

 

It is after the holiday  

season that the Foodline 

finds it shelves at its barest.  

Lets keep trying to fill the  

cart in the Narthex during  

these winter  months. 

Thank you, for all your  

help and support! 

A Message from Pam: 

Sent Dec.18th 2015:  May the peace and joy of 

Christ be with you and your family this Christ-

mas. I am thankful for your presence in my life.  

I appreciate your prayers for the outreach 

Christmas program the students are organizing 

for friends on Saturday 19 December. 
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Staff 
 
 

Pastor: Rev. Susie Beil 

Parish Associates: Rev. Jerry Benjamin             

Youth & Children's Ministry Director: Nathan Perry 

Childcare Ministry Coordinator: Robyn Achevarra 

Childcare Assistant: Ariel Clawson 

Choir Director: Gary Dahl 

Handbell Choir Director: Cheryl Sanlin 

Organists:  Woody Bernas, Joann Richardson, Len Guyt  

Office Administrator: Faith Parker 

Communications Coordinator: Julie Mirth 

Custodian: Darlene Randall 

Treasurer: Cathy Best 

Kitchen Facilitator: Sue Kela 

Sound Technicians: Rick Walker, Tineke Dahl, 

Karl Jensen, Rick Chapman, Oliver Dahl 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Mel Lord-Unruh 

Choir Director Emeritus: Audrey Robinson 

Desk Volunteers: 

 Monday   Aggie Schultheis  & Bethany Nupen 
 Tuesday   Sharon Plowman & Isobel Merchen
 Wed.    Phil McGaughey & Judy Wieck  
 Thurs    Mary Urwin, Sue Kela, Sue Hall 
     
Subs: Ray Goodale, Alice Lord-Unruh, Bud Taylor,  
             Laura Blair 

Elders  
  

Sharon Peterson Personnel/Youth Team 

Griff Ames Building and Grounds 

Bethany Nupen Worship/Children’s Team 

Tim Taylor  BSA/Bldg & Grnds/acolytes 

Judy Wieck Clerk/Missions/Fellowship 

Brett Harrison Mission/Outreach 

Russell Warren Worship/Groups 

Paul Du Fresne Finance/Stewardship 

Ken Davis Outreach/Memorials 

Ruth Martin  

Dan Kranenburg 

Rick Chapman 

Bev Kelly 
 

Deacons 

Moderator: Delcea Wills 

Joyce Hersch  Jeannie Lemm 

Ellen Middents  John Lemm 

Audrey Robinson  Jerry Dick    

Chris Hall  Ann Sveen  

Kurt Spitzer 

Cheryl Sanlin 

Sue Davis 
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Summit Leadership 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Our Treasurer’s report reflects what was approved at the per-

vious month’s Session meeting, giving us a month’s lag time. 

So for this newsletter, we report on:  

 Actual Monthly 

Budget 

Year to 

Date 

Income $31,252.12 $21,261.00 $294,22.71 

Expense $14,273.94 $21,331.50 $297,141.42 

November 2015 

2016 Pledge Update: 

Thank you to all of you who turned in your 2016 pledges. We are grateful for your generosity and faithfulness. As you 

can see, we have more pledge cards this year, but fewer pledges so far. This is a critical year for bringing our Youth 

Director salary into the regular operations fund. If you have not turned in your pledge, or if you are able to increase 

your pledge, we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so.  

 

2016 # of pledges amount   Goal  Shortfall               

Operations   76 $209,340 $240,000 $30,660 

Special Projects  24 $9,494  $10,000        $506  

Sanctuary Upgrade 37 $14,390  $20,000  $5610 
 

 2015  # of pledges amount  
Operations       70 $216,444                   

Special Projects  24 $7,720                       

Youth Leadership 41 $19,390                  

Statistical Report of November 2015 
 

Average Worship Attendance: 129 

 Lord’s Supper: 150 

 Kids: 6 

 Youth: 5 

 Sunday School - Adults: 11 

 Groups: 185 



Summit Avenue Presbyterian Church 

403 S Summit 

Growing disciples in all generations by loving God, loving others, and serving the world. 

Phone: 360-377-2740 

E-mail: office@summitave.net 

Return Service requested 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  

9am - 2pm  

Annual Congregational 

Meeting January 31st  
after worship - in the sanctuary 
 

Please plan to stay. We’ll look at how we closed 

out our 2015 budget and share the proposed 

2016 budget.  
 

Childcare and kids activities planned. 

Committee Chairs: Annual Reports are due to 

the office no later than Jan. 19th.  

Sunday     

Jan.17th 

3:00pm 

Summit Avenue is pleased to be 
hosting the Bremerton Symphony 
Chamber Players, as they present 
“Petite Symphonie” conducted by 
our very own choir director, Gary 
Dahl. The featured soloist is none 
other than our very talented or-
ganist, Woody Bernas.  

Tickets are $15 general admis-
sion, available by calling (360) 
373-1722, online at bremerton-
symphony.org, and at the door.  

Check out our website at: 

www.summitave.net 

http://www.summitave.net

