
be easiest to keep that light con-

tained within the walls of our own 

community of faith, God says that 

“is too light a thing.” Instead, we 

are given as a light to the nations – 

to our neighbors, to our coworkers, 

to our world – that the salvation of 

the Lord may reach to the end of 

the   earth. 

     May the light of Christ shine 

brightly into your hearts this sea-

son of Epiphany, and may we to-

gether shine his light into our 

world. 

First, Christmas starts December 25 

and goes for twelve  days (that’s right, 

as in a partridge in a pear tree). 

Epiphany begins on January 6 and, in 

some  traditions, runs all the way until 

Ash Wednesday and the beginning of 

Lent.      By definition, the word epipha-

ny (from the ancient Greek 

epiphaneia, “manifestation, striking 

appearance”) means the sudden reali-

zation or comprehension of the larger 

essence or meaning of  something. The 

Scripture passages for Epiphany 

begin with the stories of the visit of 

the Magi, Jesus’ childhood and his 

baptism. They also encompass pro-

phetic messages of hope and light and 

revelation, as well as stories of con-

version and, well “epiphanies” for 

those who encountered Christ, such 

as the story of Saul on the road to Da-

mascus. Blinded for three days by the 

light of God’s presence, Saul  comes to 

see that Jesus Christ truly is God’s 

Messiah, and that his passions and 

gifts are to be used in the world to 

bring the good news of Jesus to the 

Jews and to the whole world. 

     The message Paul hears and which 

we too are given in this season is: 

It is too light a thing that you 

should be my servant to raise up 

the tribes of Jacob and to restore 

the survivors of Israel; I will 

give you as a light to the nations, 

that my salvation may reach to 

the end of the earth.” 

Jesus came to be the light of the 

world, and we are transformed  by 

that light, the truth of God’s love and 

grace that pierces the darkness of 

our hearts and lives. While it would 

Epiphany 

 
by Susie Beil 
 

I love all the nativities set out at this 

time of year - figurines and wooden 

carvings to remind us of the story of 

our Lord’s birth. I know some fami-

lies that stagger the characters 

around the house and move them 

ever closer to the manger as a count 

down to December 25. Still    others 

have all the figures in place except 

for the Baby Jesus, who doesn’t ap-

pear until Christmas Eve. What I 

didn’t learn until  recently, however, 

is that in many parts of the world, 

people don’t put their  Wise Men 

into the nativities until January 6, 

the first day of Epiphany. In many 

Latin American       households, chil-

dren leave out their shoes     with bits 

of hay for the camels ridden by the 

kings. They often receive     gifts on 

Epiphany, or the Day of   the Kings, 

and it is thought that the gifts are 

better if one leaves hay for the Kings’ 

mounts. 

      In this country, I think we’ve 

been a little lax on Epiphany cele-

brations, even on saying the word, 

knowing what it means, or taking 

time in worship and spiritual reflec-

tion to be shaped by it. So what is 

Epiphany? And what does it signify 

for us as followers of Christ? 
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Thank You! 

We are so grateful to you all for your 

incredibly kind Christmas gift! We feel so 

very blessed to be here at Summit and are 

humbled by your  

generosity.  

 

With love, Susie, Dave, Collin, Caleb & 

Jonathan Beil 

http://www.summitave.net/
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Communion January 4 

Ray Goodale, Christina McGaughey  
 

Liturgist 
Jan. 4 TBA 

Jan. 11 Kathi Walker 

Jan. 18 Nathan Perry 

Jan. 25 Tim Taylor 
 

Usher & Greeters 
Jan. 4 Joyce Hersch, Bud Taylor 

  Delcea Wills,  

Jan. 11 Sue Hall, Aggie Schultheis 

  Ken & Sue Davis 

Jan. 18 Sue Kela, Alison Bowling 

  John & Jeannie Lemm 

Jan. 25 Mike & Bev. Kelly 

  Shannon & Jennifer Griffin 

 

Time For Young Disciples 
Jan. 4 Pastor Susie Beil 

Jan. 11 Wallace Ross 

Jan. 18 Bethany Nupen 

Jan. 25 Sharon Peterson 
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Loving God  

Sunday Worship  
Schedule 
 

9:00am  Adult S.S Classes 

9:00am Brass Handbells 

10:00am Chancel Choir 

10:30am Worship 

11:00am  Children’s S.S. 

Classes 

11:45am Coffee Hour  

3:00pm Youth Group 

 

Acolyte 

Jan. 4 Maxx Kelly & Nathan Taylor 

Jan. 11 Cameron Ross 

Jan. 18 Collin Beil 

Jan. 25 Nathan Taylor 
 

Organist 
Jan. 4 Woody Bernas 

Jan. 11 Joann Richardson 

Jan. 18 Woody Bernas 

Jan. 25 Joann Richardson 
 

Hospitality Team 
 

Jan. 4 Griff Ames, Alison Bowling 

  Tim and Jennifer Taylor 

Jan. 11 Tineke, Oliver, Solveig Dahl

  Dahl, Bob Goux 

Jan. 18 Peggy Hitchcock, Bud Taylor 

          Kathy Kuyper, Aggie Scchulties 

Jan. 25 Russ & Maxine Warren 

           Delcea Wills, Brian Henderson 
 

 
 

 

Winter Sermon Series: 
 

The Gospel of Mark 
 

Jan. 4 Mark 1 Raw 

Jan. 11 Mark 2 Real 

Jan. 18 Mark 3 Revealing 

Jan. 25 Mark 4 Wind &  
   Waves 
 

Audio sermons available at 
www.summitave.net 

Hearing Loop  

Our sanctuary is equipped with a 

hearing loop system!  Lenten Groups are forming! 
 

Last year during the six weeks of Lent, we had several groups meeting and 

using Lenten devotional books that followed the sermons each week. We’d 

like to do something similar this year, and invite you to consider participat-

ing in a Lenten group.  

     This year Easter comes earlier, on April 5, with Lent beginning on Febru-

ary 28 ( Ash Wednesday). Lenten groups will run for six weeks, from Ash 

Wednesday through Holy Week. If you are in an existing group, we invite 

you to take advantage of this resource and join in with the rest of the congre-

gation on this Lenten journey. If you are not in a group and would like to 

participate in one this Lent, mark a blue card or let Ray Goodale or Pastor 

Susie know with an email or phone call. We will form a few new groups just 

for Lent and will be looking for group leaders. Perhaps you might want to 

host one in your home and have someone else lead it? Or maybe you’d like 

to lead but don’t like to host. Or host and lead? This is a wonderful oppor-

tunity for us all to be in Scripture and reflection together in a season of prep-

aration and prayer.  

     Stay tuned for more details in the coming weeks! 
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In Fellowship 

 

An Unplugged Christmas  

A Grace-full Winter’s Eve   

February 28  6:30 pm 

There are many gifts, but one Spirit. We believe God has 

created all of us in the Divine image as creative beings. 

And we believe God’s Spirit gifts each of us with unique 

skills, talents and abilities – what we might call “graces.” 

So we’d like to have an opportunity to share those graces 

as a community to get to know each other and celebrate 

God’s many giftings. Also, to have something to look for-

ward to during the long Northwest winter! 

Three ways people can share their graces: 

Music, poetry, performance 

Somewhat like a “talent show,” we’ll have a stage of sorts 

set up for people to perform musical pieces, comedy skits, 

recite poetry, special talents.  

Displays  

We will have tables set up around Robinsoon Fellowship 

Hall for people to display artwork, craftwork, photog-

raphy, etc. Ideas might include woodwork, stained glass, 

taxidermy (you never know!), quilts, etc.  

Desserts! 

One of our favorite graces in the church is the ability to 

make tasty treats – so if you love to bake, please bring 

your favorite pie, cake, cookie or surprise sweet concoc-

tion!  

Eating and enjoying fellowship together is a grace we all 

share, so even if you don’t bring anything to show and 

share, we still need you there!   

In order to prepare for our Grace-Full Winter’s Eve, 

please let us know what you would like to share that 

evening! Mark a blue card with your ideas, email the of-

fice, or contact Sue Hall at 627-8540. 
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Loving Others 

  Summit Life 

Greetings Summit Ave!  

Are you stressed this month? I was for a 

bit too! With so much going on this time 

of year it is easy to get caught up in all 

the planning and preparation and lose 

sight of why we began to do it all in the 

first place. Our kid’s Unplugged Christ-

mas performance was a great reminder 

that Christmas is simply about Jesus. If 

you missed it, you not only missed out 

on the great message, but on an amaz-

ing performance. The kid’s did so well!      

     However, back to the point. Christ-

mas isn’t about having all the perfect 

things in place, the perfect gifts and be-

lieve it or not, it’s not even about Santa! 

It truly is about Jesus. How will you 

choose to celebrate this monumental 

day in history? This Christmas I’ll be 

resting from the work load from school 

and enjoying the holidays with my fami-

ly in Portland. I hope that you all will 

also enjoy the things that matter most 

with those you love. Wishing you all a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE  

This month we had our kids Christ-

mas party and our youth Christmas 

party but one of our biggest events 

was our Youth Night on December 

5th. We had 36 students spend the 

night at the church with 12 different 

leaders involved at some point either 

helping with groups, worship, lead-

ing games, running the soundboard 

and media, helping set up, clean up, 

and we even had volunteers to help 

cook and serve breakfast. We spent 

the first part of the night eating din-

ner together and playing games. Af-

terwards we had a youth rally in 

which students and leaders wor-

shiped together, learned from God’s 

word, and then we split into small 

groups to talk and pray together in 

response to that nights teaching. At 

night we played large group games 

and in the morning some volunteers 

came in to cook and serve breakfast 

for all the students. We ended the 

event with a 

short devotional 

after breakfast 

to recap the 

teaching the 

night before. 

The craziest 

thing about the 

whole night was 

that this time 

This month’s Who’s Who is 

Sharon Peterson. Sharon 

has been one of the biggest 

supporters of the Youth 

Ministry here at Summit and 

has proven to be a key asset 

to our youth team. She has 

faithfully served this church  

and the youth for years.  

I believe she is one of the 

most dedicated people to 

Upcoming 

Events! 

 

January 4th, 2015 we will be 
doing a Youth Outing in order 
to celebrate the New Year to-
gether.  

this ministry. I’ve also been grateful for her 

passion and creativity to see youth connect 

through games. We’ve had a lot of fun be-

cause of her.  

What are you passionate 

about?  Three things I love are traveling- 

I’ve been to most of Europe plus India, Pa-

kistan, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, 

South Africa, and Mozam-

bique; gardening, but in my neighbor-

hood it is a bit frustrating. The deer eat 

more than I do! And entertaining- I love 

having folks over for a gourmet dinner or 

just for a night of games, or wine and 

cheese, or Bible study during Lent.  

 

What is an interesting fact about 

yourself?  I have been attending Summit 

Avenue Presbyterian Church for 60 years 

and I love it here. I first became active 

through attending Vacation Bible School 

with my neighbors. My parents transferred 

Who’s WHO?  
their membership to this church and my 

dad, Henry Caley, was the treasurer at 

Summit Avenue for about 15 years. He 

also served as an elder for several terms, 

and was on the pastor seeking commit-

tee when Mel Unruh was called. I served 

on the pastor seeking committee when 

both Jim Patton and Susie Beil became 

our pastors.  Those times are some of my 

favorite memories at Summit Avenue. I 

also treasure the 13 years I was the  

Director of Christian Education. 

 

What is a highlight you've had 

serving in the Youth Ministry in 

the past year?  I really enjoyed being 

with and cooking for the youth group 

trip when we went to Paul and Ellen 

Middents’ place near Ocean Shores. 

Each of the young people have such 

unique personalities and I enjoy being 

with them very much. 
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We are excited to launch our new, se-

cure online church community called 

Realm.  

With Realm, you can: 

 update your contact information 

(phone, address, photos, etc.) at 

any time  

 decide which information others 

can see or not see  

 find other church members and 

friends check your giving at any 

time  

 give online find and share infor-

mation about groups, teams, 

events, etc. 

 

With Realm, our staff and leadership 

can:  

 Keep in contact with church mem-

bers, regular attenders and visitors 

 Share updates and information 

with committees and groups 

 organize parishes, groups, teams, 

etc. track giving  

 still print out directories for eve-

ryone! 

  

After the first of January, we will send 

out email invitations to everyone on 

our email list. It will say something to 

the effect of “Summit Avenue Presby-

terian church invites you to join our 

online community.” Follow the direc-

tions in your email to set up a login 

and password. Important information 

for you:  

 

 After you set up your password, 

the way to access Realm in the 

future is by going to onrealm.org. 

You may want to set this as a 

bookmark on your internet 

browser.  

 YOUR EMAIL IS YOUR LOG-

IN. Every individual will be 

linked to a specific email address. 

That is how they link you to our 

Summit account. If you share 

your email with your spouse or 

another person, only one of you 

will be linked to that address. 

That means you may not be able 

to add a photo or edit info on 

your spouse if you share an email.  

 Solutions for people who 

share an email address:  

 Set up another email ad-

dress and let the office 

know and we will send an 

invite to that address 

 Call us at the office and 

we can just add/edit any 

information for you if you 

don’t want to bother with 

another email address.  

 

It’s possible that if you wait more 

than a couple of days after you 

first get the invite email, you may 

not be able to login with the link 

they send you. If you get a mes-

sage that says “your login has ex-

pired” just click on the link they 

give you and they will send you 

another link.  

 Our staff, elders and deacons 

have been on Realm for about a 

month now and we’ve worked out 

a few bugs. If you have trouble or 

questions, call or email one of us 

and we’ll to our best to figure 

things out. 

Online 

Church 

Community 

Online Giving 

One of the exciting features we can use 

with Realm is online giving. You can 

certainly still write checks or give cash 

as you already do. But for those people 

who are comfortable with online bank-

ing, you can set up payments to be sent 

directly to our church bank account. 

There are two options for giving online: 

Directly from your bank account. 

This is called an “ACH” transaction, 

and basically you authorize Realm to 

transfer an amount you designate 

from your account into the church 

account.  

Debit cards. You may use your debit 

card to set up a giving payment as 

well. This transaction runs the same 

as a credit card payment. We of 

course do not wish to encourage use 

of credit cards, but we will not be 

able to differentiate between deb-

it and credit.  

 

With both ACH and debit card 

transactions, Realm records your 

giving on your Realm account for 

both your record keeping as well as 

for our Financial Secretary. Realm 

also provides options for you to di-

rect your giving to particular funds, 

from Operations to Special Capital 

Projects to any one of our special 

Missions offerings.  

For church accounting and 

bookkeeping purposes, we would ask 

that if you set up an online payment 

schedule, you would choose that 

payments occur on  

 

 

the 5th or the 20th 

of the month.  

When you login to Realm, under 

your profile there will be a 

“Giving” tab that you can use to 

set up online giving. Also, we will 

post a link on our website 

(summitave.net) that members 

and guests can use to give online.   

 

We anticipate it will take us a lit-

tle bit of time to get all of this fig-

ured out and running smoothly, 

so if you have any questions, 

please let us know and we will do 

our best to figure things out to-

gether! 
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Serving the World 

  Summit Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Reading for the 

month 

Last month we suggested some books from the 

Robinson Fellowship Hall Collection. I really hope 

you will become familiar with what is there and 

take advantage of those resources. Three books 

have been added to the General Literature Section. 

I have led book discussion groups on each of these 

and found them well worth reading. I think you will 

too. They are:  

Neil White’s Sanctuary of Outcasts is about the 

author’s experiences with patients and 

staff of the Leprosy Hospital at Carrville, 

Louisanna and the changes brought 

about by Dr. Paul Brand when he be-

came Superintendent.  

Patricia Wood’s Lottery is a heartwarm-

ing story of an incredible young man whose mother 

abandons him, but his grandma raises 

him with great values which win out in 

the end over the greed and duplicity of 

his step brothers. When he wins the lot-

tery he is amazingly generous and forgiv-

ing. 

Stephanie Kallos’s Broken for You takes 

the familiar words of the Lord’s Supper 

and gives them meanings you never 

dreamed they could have as an older lady 

on Capitol Hill in Seattle takes in a 

younger woman as a renter and they 

learn wholly new dimensions of what life 

can become when a person is willing to be “broken 

for you.”                                             Paul W. Murphey 

Kitsap Rescue Mission 

First Sundays of the month at 3 pm we partner 

with  Kitsap Rescue Mission to feed the hungry 

and homeless in Kitsap County. If you would like 

to be on one of our monthly teams, please let us 

know on a blue card, or contact Aggie Schultheis 

or Ellen Middents. 

Deacons Offering  

Is collected the first Sunday of each month. The 

Deacons offering is use to help people in need 

through our local mission outreaches. 
 

Helping Hands offering 

Third Sunday of each month. The Helping Hands 

offering is used to purchase Safeway cards (that 

can only be used for food or fuel) then enables us 

to give to the people that  

 

Presbyterian Women 

Thank you to all who supported the ba-

zaar by baking cookies and selling gifts 

and cards.  

Presbyterian Women will be meeting on 

Tuesday, January 6th at 2pm in the Don 

Serry Room. Our study is from the Horizons Bible 

Study, is weeks subject is “Temptations in the Wilder-

ness: - Exodus 32. Refreshments and fellowship after 

the study. 

It’s Souper Bowl Time! 

As the Super Bowl approaches, it 

is once again time for our annual 

"Souper Bowl" food drive to really 

focus on Bremerton Foodline do-

nations. Canned goods, packaged 

food, household paper products, and toiletries are all 

needed.  We'll keep track of how many pounds of 

donations are collected between now and Super Bowl 

Sunday.   

     So, in the next few weeks, bring in your donations, 

and let's keep filling up the grocery cart! Thanks! 

      Also a special thanks to Chris and Larry Hall for 

transporting all of our donations to the Bremerton 

Foodline! 

Any questions?  Contact Kathy Kuyper 697-1036 

Thank you to all who sup-

ported the Christmas An-

gels program! We were 

able to provide gifts for 

nine local children 

through Kitsap Communi-

ty Resources this year.  A 

HUGE thank you to Laura 

Blair for organizing us, 

gathering up all the gifts 

and delivering them to 

KCR.  

Christmas Angels a Great Success 
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Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Susie Beil 

Parish Associates: Rev. Jerry Benjamin 

              Rev. Barbara Benjamin 

Youth & Children's Ministry Director: Nathan Perry 

Childcare Ministry Coordinator: Kristen Hargett 

Childcare Assistant: Solveig Dahl 

Choir Director: Gary Dahl 

Handbell Choir Director: Cheryl Sanlin 

Organists:  Woody Bernas, Joann Richardson, Len Guyt  

Office Administrator: Faith Parker 

Custodian: Darlene Randall 

Treasurer: Jennifer Taylor 

Kitchen Facilitator: Sue Kela 

Sound Technicians: Rick Walker, Tineke Dahl, 

Karl Jensen, Rick Chapman, Oliver Dahl 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Mel Lord-Unruh 

Choir Director Emeritus: Audrey Robinson 

Desk Volunteers:   

 Monday  Aggie Schultheis, Bethany Nupen 

 Tuesday Sharon Plowman,  Isobel Merchen 

 Wed. Joyce Hersch, Judy Wieck 

 Thurs. Mary Urwin, Sue Kela,  Sue Hall 

Subs: Ray Goodale, Alice Lord-Unruh, Bud Taylor,  

           Sue Davis, Laura Blair 

Elders  

Sue Hall Hospitality/Sp Events 

Sue Kela Worship/PW  

Sharon Peterson Personnel/Youth Team 

Griff Ames Building and Grounds 

Bethany Nupen Worship/Children’s Team 

Ray Goodale Missions/Felloship/Worship 

Tim Taylor  BSA/Bldg & Grnds/acolytes 

Judy Wieck Clerk/Missions/Fellowship 

Rick Walker Worship/Soundboard 

Brett Harrison 

Russell Warren 

Paul DuFresne 

Ken Davis 

 

Deacons 

Moderator: Kathi Walker 

Joyce Hersch  Mabel Richardson 

Ellen Middents  Kathy Kuyper 

Joyce Gearhart  Sue Davis 

Terese Edmonds  Chris Hall 

Sharon Plowman  Ann Sveen 

Kurt Spitzer  Cheryl Sanlin 

Delcea Wills 
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Summit Leadership 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

  Income     Budget         $ Over Budget 
 

Nov.  $124,868.43  $21,845.67     $3,169.44 

  Expenses   Budget$          Over 

Budget 

  $19,938.85   $20,071.26      ($132.41) 

 

Statistical Report of November 2014 

 Average Worship Attendance: 111 

 Lord’s Supper: 112 

 Sunday school: Adults: 15  Kids: 8 

 Youth: 4 

 Youth Night: 36 

2015 Pledge Update: 

Thank you to all of you who turned in your 2015 pledge 

cards! It is so very helpful to the Session in planning for 

the coming year. We are grateful for your generosity and 

faithfulness! 

                        2015 (to date)              2014 

# of pledges:   78                    85 

Operations   $216,444                  $218,380 

Special Capital Projects $8,860.00     $1,560 

Youth Leadership $22,070.00             $22,082 

Annual Reports Due! 

Team Leaders: Please submit your Annual Reports to 
Faith in the office (in electronic form, please) no later 
than January 10. Thank you! 

VBS Kids Camp 2015 

June 22-26 

Stay tuned for more details! 

http://www.summitave.net/summit-kids/


Summit Avenue Presbyterian Church 

403 S Summit 

Bremerton, Washington 98312 

Growing disciples in all generations by loving God, loving others, and serving the world. 

Phone: 360-377-2740 

E-mail: summitpc@qwestoffice.net 

Return Service requested 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

9am - 2pm  

Check out our website at: 

www.summitave.net 

Annual Congregation Meeting & Potluck 

Thursday, January 22 

6:00 pm   

We will enjoy a meal together and celebrate God’s goodness as we 

look back at 2014 and ahead to 2015. Annual Reports will be dis-

tributed that will include Team Reports as well as budget sum-

maries from 2014. The 2015 Budget will also be presented by the 

Session. We hope to see you all there! 

In Loving Memory 

We lost several of our beloved friends and church 

members in 2014. We give thanks to God for these 

saints and their faithfulness, kindness, and gra-

cious witness to the love of Jesus Christ: 

Helen Hatch 

Jim Robinson 

Jo Hadfield 

Muriel Williams 

Harriet Swan 

Ron Dick 

Virginia Manke 

Wilbur Collier 

Raleigh McVicker 

http://www.summitave.net

