
     So, for the survey, the first thing to 

report is that we had less than half the 

number of surveys turned in – 41 as op-

posed to 93 last year. Nevertheless, when 

we look at the percentages, there are 

some things we can learn. Our greatest 

area of growth came in confidence and 

knowledge of the Bible and Christian 

faith – up from 80% to 93%. We also saw 

more people feeling connected and 

known by others at Summit this year, 

which is wonderful. We remain strong in 

our sense of unity, community and com-

mitment to prayer. These are helpful 

numbers for our staff and elders to dis-

cern ministries we can enhance or im-

prove upon in order to help us grow in 

our love for God, others and the world. 

So thank you to all who filled out a sur-

vey. 

    Looking ahead to 2017, I pray we con-

tinue to grow in our knowledge of Scrip-

ture and God’s truths, as well as in fel-

lowship and friendship with one another. 

May God increase our numbers and in-

crease our hearts. To the glory of God the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

maturity in inches or feet. We see our 

children grow taller, a bit wiser and 

more thoughtful, and we rejoice. In the 

church, we are pretty good at counting 

heads (or butts in the pew, as some call 

it) and dollars - helpful numbers, to be 

sure. But we are also called to grow in 

areas not so easily measured. In Acts 

2:42, we are told that the early church 

“devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to fellowship, to the break-

ing of bread and to the prayers.” How do 

we tell when that is happening, when we 

are growing in knowledge, community 

and prayer?  

     

Last year at this time, we invited wor-

shipers to take a quick survey to ask 

those very questions. We shared the re-

sults in our January Annual Report, and 

then in December we passed out the 

same survey to see if we’ve grown in any 

of those important areas in the past year. 

Let me share with you some of what 

we’ve seen. 

     First, like Dave’s and my our respec-

tive heights, Summit is holding steady at 

about the same numbers in worship and 

membership. We had a net gain of one 

member in 2016 - we lost three friends 

to death this year, and three were moved 

to the inactive rolls, while we welcomed 

seven in new membership. Our average 

worship attendance was down by about 

five, though our groups participation 

was up by six groups and over twenty 

people.  
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Last winter Dave and the boys sur-

prised me with a new addition to our 

kitchen wall – a stained 1x6 board with 

black dashes marking feet and inches 

floor to ceiling. It’s an upgrade from the 

old growth chart we’d had in the gar-

age, and just in time, too! Our oldest 

has grown four inches in the last twelve 

months – almost six in the last eighteen 

months! The other two have gained two 

inches each in the last year. Meanwhile, 

Dave and I are holding steady at our 

respective heights, and I’m still taller 

than two of my three boys – though my 

guess is that by next Christmas they will 

have all passed me up.  

     It’s fun to measure these moments in 

their growth , though at times they get 

discouraged when they don’t see any 

change. Inches are only one measure of 

what it means to grow, though. One boy 

has successfully navigated the first two 

years of high school with grace, humor 

and a great group of friends. Another 

has received a number of awards from 

teachers and classmates for his kind-

ness, intellect and style. While the 

youngest branched out into the world of 

4-H, made the transition from elemen-

tary to middle school and has grown in 

friends and responsibility. And, mean-

while, Dave and I continue to grow as 

parents to these three beautiful boys.  

    Growth isn’t all seen in numbers. We 

can’t always measure steps into deeper 
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Communion   

Jan. 1  Mary Fischer, Ruth 
 Martin, Barbara 
 Stark 
 
Liturgists 

Jan. 1             Paul Du Fresne  
Jan. 8           Jeannie Lemm  
Jan. 15          Nathan Perry 
Jan. 22      John Lemm   
Jan. 29         Barbara Stark  
 

Usher & Greeters 
Jan. 1            Joyce Hersch,  
  Bud Taylor 
                     Bethany Nupen,  
    Bev Pratt 
Jan. 8     Aggie Schultheis,  
  Ken & Sue Davis, 
 Peggy Hitchcock 
Jan. 15        Sue Kela 
 Alison Bowling,                         
 John & Jeannie Lemm 
Jan. 22 Mike & Bev Kelly,  
 Delcea Wills 
Jan. 29  
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Loving God  In Worship 

 

 
Time For Young Disciples 

Jan. 1        Nathan Perry 
Jan. 8       Wallace Ross 
Jan. 15        Bethany Nupen 
Jan. 22  Sharon Peterson 
Jan. 29        Rick Chapman 
 
Acolytes 

Jan. 1             Jonah Griffin  
Jan. 8        Jayke Kelly 
Jan. 15        Jonathan Beil 
Jan. 22       Maxx Kelly 
Jan. 29          Ruth Ross  
 

Organist 

Jan. 1              Joann Richardson 
Jan. 8         Len Guyt 
Jan. 15         Woody Bernas 
Jan. 22 Woody Bernas 
Jan. 29 Joann Richardson 
 

Hospitality Team 
Jan. 1       Mary Fischer, Marsha Kane, 
       Ann Sveen, Dennis Kurzrock 
Jan. 8       Wayne Jordheim, Kathy          
       Kuyper, Audrey Robinson,  
       Bud Taylor 
Jan. 15       Jim & Dorrie Hunt, Janet    
       Postel, Jan Collier 
Jan. 22            Steve & Louise Royce, Ruth  
       Martin, Peggy Hitchcock 
Jan. 29       Chuck & Jean Feth, Griff      

Audio sermons available at 
www.summitave.net 

          
Following Jesus Into the World listen online: summitave.net  

Date Scripture Sermon Title   Preacher 

January 1 

 

Romans 12: 1-2 A New Year, A Fresh 
Start 

Rev. Dr. Sandy Bochonok 

January 8 

 

Matthew 1:1-17 Family Tree  Rev. Susie Beil 

January 15 

 

Matthew 2 Human  Nature Rev.  Susie Beil  

January 22 

 

Matthew 3 Take a Bath  Rev. Susie Beil 

January 29 

 

Matthew 4 Ministry Rev. Susie Beil 

Sunday Worship  
Schedule 
   

9:00am   Adult S.S Classes 

9:00am  Brass Handbells 

10:00am  Chancel Choir 

10:30am  Worship 

11:00am   Summit Kids 

11:45am  Coffee Hour  

3:00pm  Youth Group  

 

Every Member a Minister 

As Presbyterians, we believe God 

calls and equips all of us to serve 

and lead in the church. The follow-

ing list of names is a reminder to 

those who have signed up to serve 

in the coming weeks. Like to be on 

this list? Give the office a call or 

mark a blue card with your name 

and how you’d like to help, and 

we’ll contact you! 

http://www.summitave.net/current-sermons/
http://www.summitave.net
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                  In Fellowship  

 New Group! 

Health & Safety Fair 
 

January 29th, after worship 
 

Choir Room, Fellowship Hall, & Sanctuary 
    
Join us for our first "Health and Safety Fair" after 

church. There will be vendors in the fellowship hall and 

speakers in the sanctuary and choir room to discuss 

balance/falls prevention, and medication management. 

These two issues are at the heart of so many unneces-

sary trips to the hospital. This fair will be small so our 

team can build up some continuity and garner your 

feedback for similar-type events in the future. If you 

would like to register for a vendor table at the fair, 

please contact Julie at office@summitave.net. 

Congregational Health 
Promoter Group 
 

Begins February 12th,  

9:00am (8 week series) 
 

Robinson Fellowship Hall 

 
We invite you to become a Congre-

gational Health Promoter (CPH). Not a doctor? Not to 

worry! This is not a clinical role and no medical back-

ground is necessary. During this 8 week course you will 

become trained to help spot the signs of disease or barri-

ers to receiving care, engage with congregants about 

these challenges and help them come up with an action 

plan for seeking appropriate help. This training will be 

invaluable for those already serving as Deacons, or who 

are interested in this role down the line. Or are you a 

caregiver to a family member? This training will enhance 

your understanding and communication skills around 

different common disease processes. More information 

about this ministry can be found 

at www.churchhealthcenter.org. Please contact Megan 

Kranenburg at 509.844.5137 or Julie in the office to sign 

up for the CHP training series. Workbooks for this series 

will be $10. 

Summit Health & Safety Ministry 
 

Mission: to provide resources and training for 

our congregation related to the improvement of 

physical health and well-being. Our vision is to 

have regularly-occurring health fairs with a dif-

ferent emphasis each time so that the diversity of 

our congregation's needs are represented.  

Groups 
This fall we had nearly 160 people involved in twenty-

two small groups! Our Winter Groups Guide will be 

coming out mid-January in worship bulletins and on the 

website. Lenten groups will be forming this month, and 

guides will be made available which follow along with 

our Sunday sermons through Lent. If you would like to 

lead a Lenten group, or host one in your home, please 

fill out a blue card or connect with Pastor Susie or Rus-

sell Warren and let us know.  

      This month, we celebrate our new Health and Safety 

Ministry and their new Group! 

mailto:office@summitave.net
http://www.churchhealthcenter.org/
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Looking back at 2016  

2016 is in the books and I have so 

much to be thankful for! First, with 

our KIDS ministry, one of the high-

lights was our VBS Kids Camp. For 

the first time since I’ve been here, we 

made VBS free for neighborhood 

kids, which made for our biggest turn 

out for Kids Camp in the 3 summers I 

have been at Summit! We had over 

50 students registered and about 47 

in attendance each day. A few of the 

elementary aged kids were from right 

around the neighborhood. Through 

our efforts we have been able to con-

nect with more families and a few 

have stuck around and continued at-

tending Summit worship services on 

Sundays. Each week I enjoy teaching 

our small group of elementary age 

kids on Sunday mornings, with spe-

cial celebrations at Easter, Harvest 

and Christmas.  

 

Youth:  

One of the biggest highlights of 2016 

in Youth was our Easter Project mis-

sion trip to Tijuana where we built a 

home for a family who did not have 

adequate shelter. We took a team of 9 

youth and adults from Summit and 4 

from North Point Church in Poulsbo 

and God did mighty things in our 

hearts and through our hands and 

feet as we worked together to build a 

home for a beautiful family.  

     A second great highlight of 2016 

was the Triennium Youth Confer-

ence in Indiana where there were 

over 5,000 other students in attend-

ance from all over the United States 

and different parts of the world. We 

had 2 of our own students attend 

with 17 others from the Seattle Pres-

bytery.  

     Some other highlights were our 

weekly youth group meetings that 

incorporated serve group, small 

group, and youth worship gathering. 

We served the homeless with Kitsap 

Rescue Mission each month with 

about 3-5 students and many adult 

volunteers from Summit each month 

serving.   

     Lastly, we held our first ever 

youth confirmation class since I’ve 

been on staff here at Summit. We 

called it “Burnt Toast” and had 8 

students attend. 2 of these students 

were new to our youth group and 

one of them has begun attending 

weekly worship on Sundays with her 

mom and is interested in baptism 

and serving on the media/tech team. 

Also, one of our youth, Teagan Taafe, 

has taken the next step to join the 

church as a member by writing his 

own statement of faith and present-

ing to the Session as well as in front 

of the congregation. Other students 

are still considering what their next 

steps will be but it is evident each of 

them are really growing in their 

faith!  

 

Looking Ahead to 2017 
Some great things are afoot for 2017! 

Summit Kids will continue at the 

same time and place. We’ve got an-

other great Bible Times VBS Kids 

Camp planned, and our Youth has 

moved to Sunday nights at 6:30. We 

are hoping to spend Spring Break in 

Tijuana once again—so please pray 

for God to call together a team of 

youth and adults for 

this great ministry! 

 

 

In Christ’s Service,    

    Nathan Perry 

 

 

Save the Date! 
VBS Kids Camp 2017 

June 26-30  
 

Come join us and bring your friends 

as we step back in time with the 

Apostle Paul and experience what life 

was like in first-century Rome! 

Step back in time with the Apostle Paul and  
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Youth Serve Events still once a month, but different each month. Once a quarter we will 

serve at Kitsap Rescue Mission, and then other months we will lend our hands and hearts to other needs in the 

church and community. This month: 

 

2017 Youth Launch Night!  

Sunday, Jan. 8 

6:30 - 8:00pm 

Youth Room 
 

 

 

 

Youth 7th-12th grade come on out for our first Summit Youth of 

2017! Bring a friend and come enjoy food, games, fun and growing in 

our faith together!  
 

Parents –  please join us for an important Parent Meeting 

that night to share our plans for 2017.  

New for Youth in 2017!  

January Serve Group - here at Summit! 

Saturday, Jan. 7 

9-10:30am 
 

Come help us  as we tear down the green and put them away for next season.  We will need lots of hands and 

strong bodies to help take down the big tree and the many wreaths and greens that are around the building.  

Youth is Moving to 

Sunday Nights! 
6:30-8:00pm 
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Serving the World 

Thank you to everyone who helped provide Christmas 

for 10 children this year. Each child was given to 

abundantly. Please continue to pray for this family 

that their circumstances 

may improve and that 

they feel the love of 

Christ in the coming 

year.  

 

Gratefully,  

Laura Blair  

    S UM MIT  LIF E  

Christmas Angels Update 

Welcome Teagan 
We welcome Teagan Taafe to the soundboard crew. 

Teagan will be helping to run the sound system dur-

ing Sunday service and he will also be helping run the 

new monitors as soon as they are installed.  

      We are always looking for responsible youth ages 

14 and up to come learn the soundboard. If you are 

interested please contact Julie in the office or Rick at 

the soundboard.  

Thanks & Love 
Thank you for all the love 

and friendship you have so 

graciously shown to me over 

the past ten years. This has 

not been an easy decision to 

make because I love and will 

miss every one of you. It has 

been my joy and pleasure to 

have served you here at 

Summit.  

 

Thank you, Faith  (and Sidewinder) 

 
Faith Parker retired from her role as our church secretary. We are 

so thankful for her many years of friendship and care at Summit! 

Session Retreat 

January 14  from 9 am – 3 pm 

Summit Choir Room 
 

Elders, we will meet Saturday, January 14 for a 

morning and afternoon of reflection, prayer and 

planning. See you then! 

Thank You! 
My family and I are so grateful to you all for your incredi-

bly kind Christmas gift (and all the goodies!) We feel very 

blessed to be here at Summit and are humbled by your 

generosity.  

Susie, Dave, Collin, Caleb and Jonathan Beil 

Officer Training  

Workshops 

January 22 & 29, Feb 12 

4:00 – 6:00 pm  

Choir Room 

For all new and returning elders 

and deacons! Workbooks will be 

available in the office after Jan 8.  



on the Mission  
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Staff 
 

Pastor: Rev. Susie Beil 

Parish Associates: Rev. Jerry Benjam 

Youth & Kids Ministry Director: Nathan Perry 

Childcare Ministry Leaders:  Ida Kendall, 

Aphroditis Howell 

Choir Director: Gary Dahl 

Handbell Choir Director: Cheryl Sanlin 

Organists:  Woody Bernas, Joann Richardson, Len 

Guyt  

Office/Communications: Julie Mirth 

Custodian: Darlene Randall 

Treasurer: Cathy Best 

Kitchen Facilitator: Sue Kela 

Sound Technicians: Rick Walker, Tineke Dahl, 

Karl Jensen, Rick Chapman, Oliver Dahl, Teagan Taafe 

Choir Director Emeritus: Audrey Robinson 
 

Desk Volunteers: 

 Monday   Aggie Schultheis  & Bethany Nupen 
 Tuesday   Sharon Plowman   
 Wed.      Phil McGaughey & Judy Wieck  
 Thurs      Mary Urwin, Sue Kela, Sue Hall 
     
Subs: Ray Goodale, Bud Taylor 

Session 
  

Bethany Nupen Worship/Kids 

Brett Harrison Mission/Outreach 

Russell Warren Groups 

Paul Du Fresne Finance/Stewardship 

Ken Davis Mission/Memorials 

Ruth Martin Outreach/Hospitality 

Dan Kranenburg Personnel/B&G 

Rick Chapman Finance  

Bev Kelly Youth/Personnel 

Steve Royce 

Lori Hamilton Clerk  

 

Deacons 
Moderator: Delcea Wills 

Joyce Hersch  Jeannie Lemm 

Mary Fischer  John Lemm 

Audrey Robinson  Jerry Dick    

Ann Sveen  

Sue Davis 

Louise Royce 

Dennis Kurzrock 
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Summit Leadership 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 Actual Monthly 

Budget 
(expected) 

Year to Date 

Income $41,182.68 $22,100.91 $264,787.05* 

Expense $44,448.29 $23,233.82 $277,836.70* 

November 2016 

Our Treasurer’s report reflects what was ap-

proved at the previous month’s Session meet-

ing, giving us a month’s lag time. So for this 

newsletter, we report on November 2016:  

As of December 21, 2016: 

2017           # of pledges amount pledged           operations budget   

Operations    73 $  200,663  $260,000   

Special Capital Projects  25 $    14,663  

*Presbytery Grant  1 $     5,000  

2016 ______________________________________________________               

Operations    76 $209,820  $260,000 

Special Capital Projects  24 $     9,374  

Sanctuary Upgrade  37 $   14,330 

*Presbytery Grant  1 $   10,000 

*Sanctuary upgrade income and expenses included 

Giving Envelopes  
Giving envelopes for 2017 are 

available in the office. Please 

make sure to pick up your 

box, if you haven’t already 

done so. Please note that Dea-

cons Fund envelopes have 

been included in your boxes—

we will be using these now 

rather than asking for dona-

tions in the baskets after wor-

ship once a month. We hope 

you find this helpful.  

2017 Pledge Update: Thank you to all who turned in your 2017 pledg-
es! We are grateful for your generosity and faithfulness. We have increased our Special 
Capital Projects giving for 2017, but we are still short in our Operations pledges. If you 
have not turned in your pledge, we encourage you to do so. It is so helpful for our min-
istry planning.  
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Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  
9am - 2pm  

Phone: (360) 377-2740 
 

Check out our website at: 

www.summitave.net 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 22 

After worship in the sanctuary  

Annual Reports will be made available Jan 15. We’ll look at 

how we closed out our 2016 budget and share the proposed 

2017 budget. Childcare and kids activities planned.  
 

Annual Reports 
Attention committee chairs: Annual 

reports are due to the office no later 

than January 9th by 2:00pm.  

     The final annual report will be avail-

able for review in the office on January 

15th. 

Can You 
Help? 
We are currently seeking 

desk volunteers to help in 

the office. Office hours are 

Monday-Thursday 9-2pm. 

Our volunteer shifts are 

from 9-11:30am or 11:30am-2pm.  

     The office is a great place for snacks, coffee, and 

conversation (and it’s also very helpful to the staff to 

have you there!), so if you are interested in volun-

teering, contact Julie in the office.  

http://www.summitave.net

