
week of April 23-28, I will be staying on 

the Holy Isle of Lindisfarne on the north-

east coast of England (just south of the 

border with Scotland). I am taking a class 

on Celtic Christianity as part of my Doctor 

of Ministry program through Fuller Semi-

nary. I can’t tell you how excited I am!  

     As I prepare for my class and for this 

incredible opportunity, the books I’m 

reading and the papers I’m writing have 

once again burst open a whole new layer 

of learning and spiritual exploration. I’m 

ever more mindful of the presence of God 

in the every day, and especially in those 

“thin places” where we notice God more. 

At the same time, I am also made more 

conscious of those pesky “thick places” - 

where life is too busy, or so noisy with 

concrete, cars and mortgages that it’s 

hard to be attend to the presence of Je-

sus. We have too many thick places. 

   So I offer you this image, and invite you 

to consider your “thin places” – those 

physical spaces inside a building or out-

side in creation. Where do you sense 

God’s presence? Where does your soul 

breathe most deeply and perhaps con-

nect with the presence of others who 

have met God there as well? Make plans 

to spend some time there. May we be 

ever more aware of the Holy One in our 

world and in our lives.  

when they were near them. Spiritual di-

rector Tracy Balzer writes that “the an-

cient Celts that inhabited Ireland in the 

centuries surrounding the time of Christ 

had a name for particular geographical 

locations where the physical and spiritu-

al came to touch each other in a special, 

almost tangible way. In their pagan, pan-

theistic spirituality, they believed there 

were places where the line between the 

spirit world and the physical world was 

‘tissue-paper thin.’ These pagan Celts 

therefore referred to and revered such 

sites as ‘thin places’” (from Thin Places: 

An Evangelistic Journey into Celtic Christi-

anity, by Tracy Balzer). 

     As Christianity reached the British Isles 

and spread through the work of men and 

women like Patrick, Columba and Brigid, 

much of their success in evangelizing the 

Celts was to welcome the depth of spir-

itual understanding the Celts already 

possessed. For instance, Celts long 

revered the sun, with circles a highly sa-

cred shape. Hence the Celtic cross, with 

the cross and sun together (notice the 

cross depicted as even greater than the 

sun). When it came to establishing chap-

els, monasteries and even cathedrals, 

missionaries to the Celts recognized the 

“thin places” held as sacred, and built on 

long hallowed grounds. 

     This month I have the great privilege 

of visiting one of the most cherished of 

thin places in Great Britain. During the 
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Thin Places 
by Susie Beil 
 
 
Not far from the banks of the Pend 

Oreille River in northeast Washington 

sits a small wooden chapel. One of the 

original buildings constructed for the 

Riverview Bible Camp, this 10x20 cedar 

building has welcomed children and 

adults into a quiet place of prayer for 

more than six decades. I spent many a 

childhood summer at Riverview, and 

while the fun and games, waterskiing 

and campfires captivated my young 

energies, it was the humble chapel that 

has had the most lasting impact on my 

spiritual life. No talks were given there, 

no songs sung, no games played. Just 

quiet. Just a physical space where peo-

ple prayed, where campers young and 

old met with Jesus and sensed God’s 

Holy Spirit presence. To this day, when I 

catch the fragrance of cedar wood, I am 

transported to that chapel and my soul 

breathes deeply of God’s Spirit. 

     Perhaps you have places in your life 

where you have encountered a greater, 

almost physical sense of God’s pres-

ence. A mountain top or a quiet forest 

glade, a special spot on the beach you 

go to every summer, or a cathedral you 

visitied once. God has met with people 

in the physical spaces of creation for all 

of human history. Which is one of the 

reasons pagans worshiped objects in 

nature, such as trees, mountains, even 

animals – because they sensed a pres-

ence and a power they could not name 
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Communion   
April 2  TBD 

 

Liturgists 
April 2  Tim Taylor  
April 9   

April 16   Rick Chapman 
April 23  John Lemm   
April 30  Bethany Nupen 
 

Usher & Greeters 
April 2    
April 9      
April 16  

April 23 
April 30  

 

Time For Young Disciples 
April 2  Tineke Dahl  
April 9            Ida Kendall  
April 16    Mary Fischer  
April 23    Meghan Kranenburg   
April 30   Wallace Ross 
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Loving God  In Worship 

 

 

Acolytes 
April 2      Maxx Kelly 
April 9         Ruth Ross 
April 16       Evan Howell  
April 23       Jonah Griffin 
April 30       Jayke Kelly 
 

Organist 
April 2        Woody Bernas 
April 9          Woody Bernas 
April 16          Woody Bernas 
April 23             Joanne Richardson  
April 30             Woody Bernas 
 

Hospitality Team 
April 2       Marsha Kane, Dennis Kurzrock ,  
        Tim & Jennifer Taylor 
April 9       Griff Ames, Jerry Dick,  

        Russ & Maxine Warren 
April 16       Delcea Wills, Brian Henderson,  
       Rick & Karen Chapman 
April 23       Jan Collier, Jim & Dorrie Hunt,  
       Rick & Kathi Walker  

April 30        Sallie Horne, Ray Goodale,  
  Ken & Sue Davis 

 

 

          

Following Jesus Into the World listen online: summitave.net  

Date Scripture Sermon Title   Preacher 

April 2 

 

Matthew 25: 31-46 “When Was It?” Rev. Susie Beil 

April 9 

 

Matthew 26-27 “One Week to Live Part II”  Rev. Susie Beil 

April 16 

 

Matthew  28: 1-15 “Come and See” Rev.  Susie Beil  

April 23 

 

Matthew 28: 15-20 “Go Therefore” Nathan Perry  

April 30  Masters Hands  

Haiti Mission 

Charles Sylvain  

Audio sermons available at 
www.summitave.net 

Sunday Worship  
Schedule 
   

9:00am   Adult S.S Classes 
9:00am  Brass Handbells 
10:00am  Chancel Choir 
10:30am  Worship 

11:00am   Summit Kids 
11:45am  Coffee Hour  
6:30pm  Youth Group  

 

Every Member a Minister 

As Presbyterians, we believe God calls 

and equips all of us to serve and lead 

in the church. The following list of 

names is a reminder to those who have 

signed up to serve in the coming 

weeks. Like to be on this list? Give the 

office a call or mark a blue card with 

your name and how you’d like to help, 

and we’ll contact you! 

http://www.summitave.net
http://www.summitave.net/current-sermons/


Marsha Kane, Dennis Kurzrock ,  
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                  In Fellowship  

SummitFEST Neighborhood Block Party!  
July 22 
 

Save the date for our SummitFEST Block Party! The 
Outreach Committee is planning a parking lot party 
with food, games, and lots more! This event will be 

open to everyone so plan on an afternoon of fun!  

First Aid Class 
Monday, May 8 

5:30-8:30pm 

Robinson Fellowship Hall 

Cost $25 
 

Come get first aid re/certified. This course will be taught 
by a licensed instructor and is good for two years.  

Family Unplugged  
Friday, April 21 

6-8pm 

Summit Avenue 
 

Come get unplugged and engaged in some family, food, 
and adult conversation! Our next night will be Stone 
Soup night here at Summit. So come drop your phone 
at the door and join us!  Childcare will be available.  

Passover Seder Dinner 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 

6:00pm | Robinson Fellowship Hall 

Free 
 

Join us for a simple spiritual meal commemorating Jesus’ 
last meal with his disciples. Enjoy the evening with friends 
and your host Rev. Jerry Benjamin.  
 

All are welcome 

Please RSVP to the office: 
360.377.2740  or office@summitave.net 

10:30am 

Easter Egg Hunt to follow | preschool - 6th grade 
 

Join us for Easter service with your family and 
friends. Stay for the children's egg hunt after wor-
ship.  (see page 4 for candy donations) 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
April 2-16 
 

The One Great 
Hour of Sharing 
offering will be 

collected April 2 
and go through 
Easter. You can 
give through the 
envelopes in the 
pews, online, or 
via text message 
(see page 6)  
 



Loving Others 
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Flowers Don’t Make Sense 
by Nathan Perry 

 
Kat and I love to visit the Tulip Festi-
val in Skagit Valley this time of year. 
Okay, maybe it’s not my favorite 
thing, but because Katherine loves it, I 
love it. She absolutely loves flowers. 
She told me early on when we were 

first started dating that she was a sim-
ple girl. Flowers or cards go further 
than expensive gifts and shiny things. 
I love that about her. There have been 

numerous times she kept a rose I gave 
as a gift far past its shelf life. When it is 
dead, dry, and looking rather ugly (to 

me), she will insist on keeping it be-
cause of what it means to her. I look 
at this with a sort of awe and amaze-
ment that is very similar to bewilder-
ment. It’s the same feeling I get when 
we head to different Tulip Farms and 
see crowds flocking and waiting in 
line to pay an admissions fee to look 
at tulips they can’t take home unless 

they spend even more money to buy!  

     I jumped on the Tulip Festival band 
wagon two years ago, though I still 
can’t help but wonder what is it about 
these flowers that draws so many 

each year! I know what draws me! 
Quality time with my wife. Seeing her 

have fun, taking selfies together, look-
ing at the flowers, smelling them, 
touching them, and admiring God’s 

creation. I’m fascinated by her.  

      I may not understand the draw to 
flowers. I am no gardener and I strug-
gle to keep house plants alive. But I 
do see the joy the flowers bring to my 
wife. I see her longing and excite-
ment each year to visit the Tulip Fes-

tival. I picture that the joy I feel when 
I see her happy is a shadow of how 
God feels towards us when we de-
light in His creation. I also sense that 
whatever draws us to admire the 

beauty of tulips, it is nothing com-
pared to the beauty of being made in 
God’s image. To realize that at the 

center of all God created, we are 
what he looks at with the most love 

and admiration. We are the objects 
of his utmost affection. And similar 
to how we admire the beauty of flow-

ers in spring time, the angels along 
with all the heavenly hosts, and all of 
creation stand in awe of humanity. 
This spring, let us be reminded that 
as the sun shines on the tulips and 
they blossom, we too have the “Son” 
shining his grace on us as a constant 
reminder of God’s love and faithful-
ness. And would we 
grow into all he has 
called us to be! 

 
In Christ’s Service,    
    Nathan Perry 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Summit Youth Gathering 
Sunday, April 30 

6:30 - 8:00pm 

Youth Room 

 

 

Youth Serve Group 
Saturday, April 1st  @ 10am  

Summit Ave | Upper Courtyard  

We’re going to help with the Hope 
Garden Kick-Off event!  

Sunday, April 9 & 23 

6:30 - 8:00pm 

Easter Candy Collection 
Thru April 9 

Narthex and Office  
We are collecting wrapped Easter candy and plastic eggs for 
the egg hunt that will be held after the Easter Sunday ser-
vice. Please drop your donations in the buckets located in 
the Narthex or office.  



Faith & Fellowship 
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Spring Break & Summer Events  

VBS Kids Camp 2017 

June 26-30       4yrs - 6th grade 
summitave.net 

 

Register online today! Registration is 
now open for the 2017 VBS Kids Camp. 

You can register campers or volunteers. 
If you have any questions contact the 

office.  
 

Come join us and bring your friends as 

we step back in time with the Apostle 
Paul and experience what life was like 
in first-century Rome! Paul and  

Youth Lock In    April 7-8 

Drop off 7:00pm (eat dinner before arriving)  

Pick up 9:00am (breakfast provided) 
 

Youth 7th-12th grade bring your pillow, sleeping bag, 
and play clothes! We will be locking ourselves in for a 
night of fun and games here at Summit!  
Snacks and breakfast will be provided, please be 

sure to eat dinner before you arrive.  

 

Registration is OPEN! 

Archery Tag    April 5  

Drop off 9:30am 

Pick up 4:30ish pm 
 

$30 + waiver form  (available at summitave.net/youth) 

Bring a sack lunch | wear dark clothing 

 

Please RSVP by April 3 

Next Step Archery · 22313 70th Ave W U1 · Mountlake Terrace · 98043  
 

  

 

http://www.summitave.net/vbs-2017
http://www.summitave.net/youth/
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Taco Night 
April 30th 

6:00pm  

Tickets $15  
 

Join us  for the annual Taco 
Dinner Fundraiser to send the Coffee Oasis youth to 
Crista Camp: Island Lake!  The dinner will include two 
tacos, rice & entertainment from the Coffee Oasis 
youth.   
 

Text Message Giving  
Text: Give2Summit  

To: 732-56 
 

We now are able to receive offer-
ings via text message! This is a fun 
and easy way to submit your 

monthly giving or Special Offer-
ings.            
       Simply text the word Give2Summit to the number 
732-56. Then select the amount and the fund you want to 
give to.  You will receive an instant confirmation and 
email of your giving once completed!   

        You can use text giving as often as you like and all 
giving gets recorded for your giving statement at the end 
of the year. If you have any questions or need any help 
with text giving please contact Julie in the office.  

Activity #1: Make an "Action Plan"   
Think and talk about what you would need to do in 
the event of a disaster. Know the 4 most common 
types of disaster which could happen in Kitsap Coun-

ty. For more information you can download the 
"Prepare in a Year" booklet in full at  

http://mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/emergency-
management/piy-englishbooklet.compressed.pdf 
 

Tsunamis:  

In Kitsap County a tsunami would be most likely be 
caused by a local earthquake or landslide. Bremerton 
is not considered at risk of a Pacific Ocean tsunami 
because of the Puget Sound.  
Volcano:  
The closest  volcanic mud slide zone to Kitsap County 
is Tacoma.  
Earthquake:  
In the event of an earthquake, check on loved ones, 
dress for safety; turn off gas, propane and water; post 
OK/Help on your front door or window; set fire extin-
guishers outside.  
Chemical release:  

In the event of a chemical release, get inside, close 

doors and windows; turn off fans; seal yourself in and 
listen to the radio. 

Monthly Emergency Action Activities 
Brought to you by the Emergency Preparedness Committee  

Give2Summit 

Mission in Haiti 
Guest speaker 
Charles Sylvian 
from Master’s 
Hand Ministries 
will be joining us 
on April 30, with 

pictures and up-
dates of the work 
being done in the 
Christville village 
church and 

school in Haiti. 
There has been 
much work on 
rebuilding since Hurricane Matthew in 2016.  
      Summit Avenue sent money to help purchase chick-
ens and goats to help replenish those that were lost in 

the hurricane. The villagers received some of these ani-
mals as Christmas gifts.  
 

http://mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/emergency-management/piy-englishbooklet.compressed.pdf
http://mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/emergency-management/piy-englishbooklet.compressed.pdf
http://mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/emergency-management/piy-englishbooklet.compressed.pdf
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Staff 

Pastor:  Rev. Susie Beil 
Parish Associate: Rev. Jerry Benjam 
Youth & Kids Ministry Director: Nathan Perry 
Childcare Ministry Leaders:  Ida Kendall, 
Aphroditis Howell 
Choir Director: Gary Dahl 
Handbell Choir Director: Cheryl Sanlin 
Organists:  Woody Bernas, Joann Richardson,  
Len Guyt  
Office/Communications: Julie Mirth 
Custodian:  Darlene Randall 
Treasurer: Cathy Best 
Kitchen Facilitator:  Sue Kela 
Sound Technicians:  Rick Walker, Tineke Dahl, 
Karl Jensen, Rick Chapman, Oliver Dahl, Teagan Taafe, 
Quincy Cole 
 

Desk Volunteers: 
 Monday   Aggie Schultheis  & Bethany Nupen 
 Tuesday   Sharon Plowman & Terese Edmonds  
 Wed.      Laurel Spitzer, Judy Wieck   
 Thurs      Mary Urwin & Sue Kela 
    
Subs: Ray Goodale, Bud Taylor 

Summit Leadership Session 
Bethany Nupen Worship/Kids 
Brett Harrison Mission/Outreach 
Russell Warren Groups 
Paul Du Fresne Finance/Stewardship 
Ken Davis Mission/Memorials 
Ruth Martin Outreach/Hospitality 
Dan Kranenburg Personnel/B&G 
Rick Chapman Finance  
Bev Kelly Youth/Personnel 
Steve Royce 
Lori Hamilton Clerk  

 

Deacons 
Moderator: Delcea Wills 
Joyce Hersch  Jeannie Lemm 
Mary Fischer  John Lemm 
Audrey Robinson  Jerry Dick    
Ann Sveen  
Sue Davis 
Louise Royce 
Dennis Kurzrock 

 

February 
2017 

Actual Monthly  
Budget 

(expected) 

Year to Date 

Income $19,618.51 $19,136.94 $51,327.67 

Expense $20,925.96 $23,584.06 $42,891.30 

Moment for Missions TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

Our Treasurer’s report reflects what was approved at 
the previous month’s Session meeting, giving us a 
month’s lag time. So for this newsletter, we report on 
February 2017  

An update from Pam 
Below is an excerpt from a letter that was sent to us from 
Pam.  She currently serving in Turkey. If you would like 
to read the letter in its entirety, please stop by the office.   

Dear Friends, 
 

      The  youth 

and children of 

the church are 

growing up! I 

teach the 12-

15 year olds 

once a month 

on Sundays 

and it is  a gift 

to see many of 

them embrac-

ing a personal relationship with God as they mature. They are 

of course usually the only Christian in their entire schools and 

this brings special challenges for them.  

      I continue to be surprised by God’s creative provision. We 

needed some volunteers to help at the student center for Eng-

lish conversation times and God provided a team of five Inter-

national young people who come once a week and run an 

evening of  interactive activities and special events.  

May the love of our Heavenly Father enfold you, 

Pam 
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Return Service requested 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  
9am - 2pm  

Phone: (360) 377-2740 
 

Check out our website at: 
www.summitave.net 

Passover Seder Dinner 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 

6:00pm | Robinson Fellowship Hall 

Free 
 

Join us for a simple spiritual meal commemorating Jesus’ 
last meal with his disciples. Enjoy the evening with friends 

and your host Rev. Jerry Benjamin.  
 

All are welcome 

Please RSVP to the office: 
360.377.2740  or office@summitave.net 

10:30am 

Easter Egg Hunt to follow | preschool - 6th grade 
 

Join us for Easter service with your family and 

friends. Stay for the children's egg hunt after wor-
ship.  
(See page 4 for candy donations) 

 

http://www.summitave.net

