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languages, English and French, 
to discuss lesson plans. We met 
daily for debriefing and all of our 
meetings were in two languages.  
 We had arrived a few days early 
to allow us to acclimate to the 
time change and the warm 
temperature. I don’t think the 
thermometer ever dipped below 
90 day or night. All of us carried 
water bottles with added 
electrolyte tablets.   
 The John Huffman school 
began several years ago as a one
-room preschool. Today they 
have a three-story building to 
house through the 10th grade 
with over 400 students enrolled. 
The average class size can be up 
to 50 children.  

 Older students who do well on 
their final testing are able to 
continue in a public school. It is 
hoped, someday, that John 
Huffman will add a high school 
on the property. 
 We arrived in time to see the 
graduation exercises held at the 
end of the school term. Awards 
were handed out, some of the 
students demonstrated dancing, 
singing, and gymnastics. The 
sports team received the biggest 
cheer for their awards – soccer is 
the national sport. Every vacant 
lot across the city had a game 

being played by neighborhood 
boys. 
 The major religion in the 
country is Islam, with pockets of 
Christianity. It was amazing to 
see how the Holy Spirit is 
working in Senegal by the 
growth of the school and the 
testimony of the Senegalese 
Christians. Our interpreter, Sidy 
(pronounced Seedy) talked 
about his conversion, being 
disowned by his family, and how 
he is effective in his witnessing to 
Muslims.  
 We traveled four hours to 
Kaffrine for a three-day visit. 
There we met Cory and Katy 
Garrett who have been 
missionaries in the area for 
almost 20 years. Cory shared a 
pamphlet he developed of New 
Testament passages written in 
Arabic script and Wolof. It has 
been effective in opening 
discussions with the Muslims. 

On July 3 at 7:00 am, eight 
members of the GO on  the 
Mission Senegal Team (five from 
Adventure of Faith Church) 
gathered at Summit Avenue. One 
road trip, three flights and 40 
hours later, we arrived at our 
destination of Thiès (pronounced 
chess), Senegal. Their beautiful 
new airport was a real contrast 
to the rest of this third-world 
country. We had checked 15 
pieces of luggage and 
miraculously it all arrived.     
 The country of Senegal is on 
the western coast of Africa and 
was once the major seaport for 
exporting slaves. A museum now 
stands as a memorial of that era. 
 Senegal was once a colony of 
France, but gained its 
independence in the 1960’s. The 
major languages in the area we 
were located was French and 
Wolof, a native language.  
After getting our room 
assignments at the school’s 
guest house, we put up our 
mosquito netting and got a few 
hours’ sleep. 
 The next day we met with 
Angeline, the principal at the 
school, and her teachers. The 
meeting was held in two cont’d on p 6  

A big smile 

John A. Huffman School 
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Loving God   

 

Date Scripture Sermon Title Preacher 
October 6 
World Communion 

1 Timothy 2:1-8 Senegal  Mission Team 
Presentation & 
GO! on the Mission Highlight 

Rev. Jerry Benjamin, 
officiating communion 
Rev. Mark Snelling 

October 13 Leviticus 18 & 20 List #1 Rev. Susie Beil 

October 20 1 Corinthians 6:9 
1 Timothy 1:10 

List #2 Rev. Susie Beil 

October 27 
Reformation Sunday 

Romans 1 Worshiping 
Idols 

Rev. Susie Beil  

November  3 Genesis 2:18-24 Love and Marriage Rev. Susie Beil  

listen online: summitave.net Reflections on Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality 

 

9:00am  Adult Classes 
10:30am Worship 
10:45am Summit Kids 
11:45am Coffee Hour  
1-5pm Samoan Pentecostal 

Audio sermons available at 
www.summitave.net 

 

 Oct 6 Rick & Kathi Walker, 
 Judy Wieck 
 

 

Oct 6 Summit Senegal Team 

Oct 13 Sandy Bochonok 

Oct 20 TBD 

Oct 27 Betsy Kornelis 

 

 

Oct 6 Bud Taylor, Beverly Pratt, 
 Delcea Wills  

Oct 13 Ken & Sue Davis, Peggy 
 Hitchcock, Aggie Schultheis 

Oct 20 John & Jeannie Lemm,  
 Sue Kela 

Oct 27 Kurt & Laurel Spitzer, 
 Bev Kelly 
 

 

Oct 6 Geneva Kranenburg 

Oct 13 Thomas Kornelis 

Oct 20 Ruth Ross 

Oct 27 Katie Hamilton 
 

  

Oct 6 Woody Bernas 

Oct 13 Joann Richardson 

Oct 20 Woody Bernas 

Oct 27 Woody Bernas 

 

Oct 6 Bud Taylor, Ken Davis, 
 Jerry Dick 

Oct 13 Jerry Dick, Karl Jensen, 
 Ken & Sue Davis 

Oct 20 Jan Postel, Peg  Powell, 
 Kathy Kuyper 

Oct 27  Mary Fischer 

 

http://www.summitave.net
http://www.summitave.net/current-sermons/
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In Worship & Study 

 

Look for the Deacons Spot in future issues of Summit Life  to see messages from various deacon 
teams. This month’s highlight is on transportation.  
 The Deacons transportation team needs YOU! We are hoping to connect members who need rides 
to church with people who are willing to provide rides. This does not commit you to being a driver 
every week. If you are willing to drive OR if you are in need of a ride, call Deacon Tineke Dahl  
(360)536-2039, or your deacon, or write it on a blue card and put it in the offering plate. We will need 
to know your general location to help match drivers and riders.  

 
 

 

 

Please contact  
Louise Royce at  
(808) 937-5052  to learn 
more about dates &  
locations. 

Join in anytime. We’d love to have you! 

Judy Wieck (360)373-9976 

Rev. Susie Beil (360)377-2740 

The choir practices on 
Wednesday nights at 7pm in the 
Sanctuary and also Sunday mornings in  
the Choir Room at 10am.  

If you are interested in joining, you can 
contact Elder Gary Dahl at (360)536-2038 

tel:8089375052


Loving Others - Youth & Kids! 

Page 4     S U M M I T  L I F E  

Every Sunday after the Passing of the Peace, 
children ages K-6th grade are invited to Summit 
Kids Sunday School! Children participate in a Bible 
story, singing, a craft and a game.  
 
For more information contact Melissa Luatua 
melissa@summitave.net 

 

 

 

 
 

We are excited for things to come here at 
Summit Avenue. The Session, along with the 
special Task Force, have been dedicated to 
our journey “Crossing the River”, and as a 
result, we welcome our newest staff member, 
Director of Community Development and 
Engagement,  Deanna Gemmer!  

 Deanna is a recent graduate of Portland 
Seminary and is passionate about creative 
ways to engage the culture with the good 
news of God's grace. She is a lifelong Pacific 
Northwest resident and has been in Kitsap for 
the past 11+ years. She is married to Darin 
and they have two daughters: Daisy (12) and 
Dani (10).  

 If you haven’t already, stop by the office 
and come see Deanna, she’s looking forward 
to meeting you all! 

 

 Some snapshots of the choir get together at the home of Ellen Middents, August 18. If you are 
interested in joining in or learning more about the Chancel Choir, see pg. 3! 
 



V O L 7  I S S U E  1 0  Page 5 

Faith & Fellowship 

Bring a friend and join us for a 
free Pancake Breakfast hosted 
by our Outreach Team! 
 

*If you have any questions, or 
you would like to help with the 
breakfasts, please contact 
Elder Ellen Middents to learn 
more at (360) 692-3861. 

 

 
 
Have you ever taken care of someone, whether 
a child, a partner or even a neighbor?  Do you 
buy groceries for Mom or take Dad to Dr. 
appointments? Then you are a caregiver.  Our 
group is designed to care for the caregiver.   

 We meet the third Sunday of each month 
about 12:30 p.m. in the Music Room.  We share 
resources, stories, problems and solutions. 
Recently we noticed that we have a lot of 

durable medical equipment.  That is wheel 
chairs, walkers, a lift chair and many other 
helping devices. We would like to share these 
items with members of the congregation who 
need them. 

 If you need more information or access to our 
collection of durable medical equipment please 
call Maxine Warren at 360-479-7012  
or Marsha Kane at 360-710-2109 

 

 
This free program provides practical 

information about what to expect during the 
upcoming holidays and ideas for taking care 
of yourself and your family while grieving 
during special and difficult times of the year. 
 
*Registration required.  

*To RSVP or for more information, please 
contact Sandy Bochonok at (360) 782-6337. 

You’re invited! 
October 20   @ 1:00pm  
Ocean Beach Presbyterian Church Center 

R.S.V.P.  
sajohnson1837@gmail.com 

tel:3606923861
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Serving the World 
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In Kaffrine, we visited another 
Christian school, Bethesda. The 
Adventure of Faith Church 
sponsors students in this school.  
 On the last day of our trip, we 
traveled to Dakar, the capital 
where we met Herma Bode, who 
with her husband 40 years ago, 
began a ministry teaching others 
wood carving, iron work, and 
sewing. Her Malika Monkey 
Ministry (nothing to do with 
monkeys) has given people the 
hand-up to become independent 
and productive in their society 
since unemployment is at a 
staggering 25%. 
 The first 30 minutes of the VBS 
days began with recess on the 
playground of relay races, frisbee 
tosses, and a parachute game 
that was a big hit, followed by a 
craft project. Kids made musical 
instruments: God’s eyes, papier-
mâché bowls, pizza, and cake 
among other projects.  

 We brought many of the 
supplies with us for activities 
planned since few items are 
available locally. Kathi and Rick 
worked primarily with the 8-10 
year-olds, while I, Judy, worked 
with the 11-14 year-olds. Each 
group was to make a musical 
instrument. The younger kids 
made marimbas out of spoons, 
beads and plastic eggs, while the 

older group made hand drums 
from precut carpet rolls and 
colored paper.  
 The school is arranged around 
a covered courtyard where 
everyone gathered between 
planned activities for singing and 
dancing. It was wonderful 
listening to them sing Christian 
songs all in French.  
 Our lunches were Senegalese 
style with a large platter of rice 
or couscous with some meat or 
fish and vegetables. A group 
gathers around the platter and 
everyone eats out of it. We were 
given spoons to eat, but it is 
customary for the kids to eat 
with their right hands. It was 
always tasty and filling.  
 After lunch we took a break for 
a couple hours during the hottest 
part of the day. At 4:00, the kids 
returned again to work on their 
performances for the parents on 
the last day. We had a kazoo 
band, both churches had 
brought bells for a bell choir, 
Kathi led a singing choir, there 
was a skit about Noah’s ark, and 
the older kids had worked out a 
dance routine. The day ended 
with singing and dancing to the 
Christian songs.  

 Working with the kids was a 
challenge for us because of the 
language differences. We had 
some interpreters, but not 
constantly. But the kids were 
well-behaved and pleasant to be 
around. They helped each other 
with their various tasks. There 
were 148 kids enrolled in the 
camp with around 40-50 kids in 
each classroom.  
 Change in a country like 
Senegal takes time and 
persistence. Those who are 
sponsoring a child at the school 
should realize the impact they 
are making by helping a student 
read and write. Whether they go 
on to further their education or 
not, their Christian education 
has made a difference in their 
lives. In a country where the 
majority of the population live in 
thatched-roofed huts, 
knowledge to make oneself 
better is key to changing their 
world. If you have not sponsored 
a child, please consider doing so. 
It is a worthwhile investment. 

For more photos, stories, and 
info on child sponsorships, 
please join the Senegal Team 
Sunday, Oct 6 at 10:30 am.  

Listening to a Bible story 

Wearing the custom-made 
clothing gifted to us 

https://goonthemission.com/


on the Mission  
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Rick Chapman Clerk  
Bethany Nupen Worship/Kids 
Gary Dahl Worship 
Jerry Wheeler Hospitality  
Wayne Jordheim  Building & Grounds 
Sharon Peterson Nominating/Personnel 
Ray Goodale  Building & Grounds/Personnel  
Adam Brockus Outreach/Groups/Personnel 
Chuck Feth  Finance/Garden  
Ellen Middents Outreach/Missions 
Ken Davis Memorials/Missions 
Aggie Schultheis Finance   

Moderator:  Delcea Wills 

Sallie Horne Jeannie Lemm 
Mary Fischer John Lemm 
Audrey Robinson Sue Kela 
Tineke Dahl Kathy Kuyper  
Sue Davis Dennis Kurzrock 

‘19 
Session minutes are available on the website 
at www.summitave.net/session-minutes . 

• Elders visited churches in the area with 
majority of people under 60. Noted 
musical styles, welcome, preaching. Gary 
to do further visitations to observe music.  

Special Session Meeting  Sept 16 

• With Scott Lumsden, Eliana Maxim, and 
Tali Hairston from Seattle Presbytery to 
discuss our grant proposal. They were 
inspired by our work, and encouraged us 
to focus on God’s transformational call 
more than filling our pews. They 
recommended our grant be funded, and 
will work toward that in the coming weeks. 

Special Session Meeting September 22 

• Elders approved a plan to use special 
member donations and promissory notes 
to cover the cost of funding the Director of 
Community Development position through 
the end of 2019, with faith that Presbytery 
funding will come through by January 1.  

 

Our Treasurer’s report reflects what was approved at 
the previous month’s Session meeting, giving us a 
month’s lag time. So for this newsletter, we report on 
August 2019. 

August 
2019 

Actual Monthly  
Budget 

(expected) 

Year to Date 

Income $22,889.88 $17,926.25 $151,083.02 

Expense $18,671.95 $20,217.25 $158,996.62 

 

Pastor: Rev. Susie Beil 
Community Development: Deanna Gemmer 
Parish Associate: Rev. Jerry Benjamin 
Childcare Ministry Leaders: Melissa Luatua,  
                                                          Talalupe Umu 
Choir Director: Gary Dahl 
Organists: Woody Bernas, Joann Richardson  
Office/Communications: Kelly Stiles 
Custodian: Darlene Randall 
Treasurer: Cathy Best 
Kitchen Facilitator:   Sue Kela 
Sound Technicians:  Rick Walker, Tineke Dahl,  
 Rick Chapman 
Desk Volunteers: 
 Monday     Bethany Nupen 
 Tuesday  Sharon Plowman & Terese Edmonds  
 Wednesday Chris Hall, Judy Wieck   
 Thursday Mary Urwin & Sue Kela 

Subs: Ray Goodale, Bud Taylor 

 

Look for your  
STEWARDSHIP LETTER  
in the mail this month! 

http://www.summitave.net/session-minutes
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Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  
9am - 2pm  

Phone: (360) 377-2740 

Check out our website at: 
www.summitave.net 

To keep up with more up-to-
date announcements, events, 
and activities, follow us on 
Facebook. Look for Summit 
Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

Growing disciples in all generations by loving God, loving others, and serving the world. 

Summit Ave 

http://www.summitave.net

